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INTRODUCTION
Korea – a Cold War conflict 1950–1953: A publication for secondary schools enables students and teachers of Year 10 Australian Curriculum: Humanities & Social Sciences: History to explore Australia’s involvement in a Cold War conflict, the Korean War. 
Australia was a significant participant in the Korean War. This resource focuses on Australian experiences of that war, while acknowledging the role and participation of other nations, particularly those of South and North Korea, whose people, economies and environments suffered greatly during the conflict.
The publication provides a set of investigative activities for students to use to explore these experiences.
It is rich in primary and secondary sources, questions and activities for students, and background information and teaching ideas for teachers. It models an inquiry methodology, which is the preferred pedagogy of the Year 10 Australian Curriculum: Humanities & Social Sciences: History.
This resource is available in hard copy and online. Teachers are welcome to reproduce part or all of 
either resource for classroom use.
Links to the Australian Curriculum: Humanities & Social Sciences: 
History for Year 10
The resource has been developed to satisfy the knowledge and skills requirements of the ‘Overview of the modern world and Australia’ element of the Year 10 Australian Curriculum: Humanities & Social Sciences: History. Specifically, it covers the Korean War reference in ‘the nature of the Cold War and Australia’s involvement in Cold War and post-Cold War conflicts (Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf Wars, Afghanistan), including the rising influence of Asian nations since the end of the Cold War’. (Australian Curriculum, Australian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/humanities-and-social-sciences/history/curriculum/f-10?layout=1 )



1

Students’ historical knowledge and understandings are developed through the investigations, each of which incorporates the key historical concepts of:
•	cause and effect 
•	contestability 
•	continuity and change
•	empathy 
•	evidence 
•	perspectives 
•	significance. 

Students develop the historical skills of:
•	analysis 
•	comparison 
•	explanation 
•	interpretation 
•	sequencing 
•	research.
They also develop:
•	critical and creative thinking 
•	visual and textual literacy 
•	intercultural understanding 
•	ethical understanding
 •	personal and social capabilities.



Features of the resource
Following an introduction to Australia’s involvement in the Korean War and two concept – clarification activities, students and teachers may choose to work through ten investigations that develop knowledge, understanding and an empathetic appreciation of a variety of Australian experiences of the war in combat and on the home front.
The final investigation, on commemoration, also enables students and teachers to explore what their own community tells them about this continuing aspect of Australian history, so important while veterans and civilians of the Korean War live among us.
The investigations are all self-contained and address specific aspects of the Australian experience of the war. They can be studied individually, or in any combination that reflects the preference and interests of individual teachers and students.
Suggestions to teachers
The first page of each investigation contains a brief summary of the investigation, and suggestions for teachers about ways they can use it in their classroom. 
The resource can be used in a variety of ways. Teachers may choose to: 
•	take students through some or all the investigations in a series of whole-class lessons
•	set groups the task of exploring and reporting back on different investigations to the whole class
•	set aspects of the work for outside-class work, or
•	have students work individually, in pairs, or in groups on aspects as appropriate. 
Fact files
The resource includes six Fact files. They contain maps, statistics, summaries and a glossary of some military terms. These have been designed as reference materials that students may need to refer to periodically. 
Historical essay
One of the Fact files is a brief historical essay that provides an overview of Australia’s involvement in the Korean War. It has been written by Ian Hodges, a DVA historian, and provides context for different aspects of the war. It is appropriate for use by teachers, and also by students who are looking for more detailed and sophisticated understandings of the main features of the Australian experience of the war.
Introductory activities
The two introductory activities are a way of helping students to start thinking about war and about its human dimension. These activities help students create a set of ideas and values that they will then test and refine through the subsequent substantive investigations.
Student investigations
Each of the ten investigations raises a major question for students to explore. Each investigation is self-contained. When all investigations are taught together, they provide a detailed and comprehensive learning experience of the main features of the Australian experience of the Korean War.
Learning approach
The resource features an inquiry methodology. This means that students learn through an investigative process. They are set a key question, and must work through a variety of information and evidence to develop their own answers. As a result of this process students may develop different and even conflicting ideas and answers from each other. They are then challenged to justify their findings through argument and evidence. This is a process which develops essential competencies for students’ daily life beyond the classroom. 


Sources
This resource brings together a diversity of primary and secondary sources. These include photographs, posters, objects, official documents, memoirs and reminiscences, newspaper articles, cartoons, artworks, maps, statistics and commentaries. 
Students are encouraged and helped to interrogate these sources to determine their content, style, mood and reliability or believability, and therefore to make judgements about the sources’ value as evidence of the events, ideas and attitudes of the time. Specific and carefully scaffolded questions help students analyse the sources.
Print and online elements
The resource is available as a print booklet suitable for photocopying, and also as a downloadable PDF from www.anzacportal.dva.gov.au .
Disclaimer
The Department of Veterans’ Affairs cannot be assumed to agree with or endorse any content or opinions expressed in websites or publications quoted or referred to in websites or additional references used in this resource.
The maps used in the resource are from a variety of sources and there are often different acceptable English spellings of Korean place names.
The resource is about war, and about the realities of war. It includes some material which is explicit about the fear, brutality, suffering, loss and horror that wars produce, as well as the self-sacrifice, bravery, initiative, teamwork and mateship that can characterise men’s and women’s behaviour during war. 
Teachers are advised to use due care and diligence according to their personal and school philosophies when using this resource. Sources from any collection dealing with the past may include content that could prove distressing to students as well as language considered inappropriate today.
Additional resources
Enrichment resources that are readily accessible to students include:
•	The Anzac Portal 	
 www.anzacportal.dva.gov.au
•	The Korean War 
www.korean-war.commemoration.gov.au
•	Australians at War film archive 
www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au
•	Australian War Memorial
www.awm.gov.au




AUSTRALIA AND THE KOREAN WAR FACT FILES
The following Fact files provide basic reference material as context for students’ study of aspects of the Australian experience of the Korean War.
Teachers can encourage students to print and keep the most relevant materials with them as they work through particular investigations.

A souvenir scarf from the Korean War.
AWM REL35693

FACT FILE 1
Map of the Korean Peninsula
This map shows Korea’s borders, the Demarcation Line and Demilitarized Zone.

Peter Hermes Furian, istockphoto, 81722765 © 2016


FACT FILE 2
The stages of the Korean War
This set of maps and narratives explain the four major stages of the war: North Korean invasion, the United Nations (UN) forces’ push back, China’s entry and forward thrust — all in 1950 and early 1951 — and the final period of largely static trench warfare during the remainder of the war.
1 The war started with North Korea’s invasion of South Korea on 25 June 1950. 
The North Korean forces quickly took the southern capital, Seoul, and swept down the peninsula, with only a perimeter around the key port of Pusan in the south east remaining under United Nations control.	

2 After the invasion, the United Nations immediately authorised an international force, under the leadership of the United States, to help South Korea. 
The UN commander, General Douglas MacArthur, carried out a landing at Inchon, near Seoul, on 15 September. He succeeded in cutting the enemy forces in two, and gradually began pushing one part of the enemy forces north as far as the Yalu River and the borders with China and Russia. At the same time the forces in Pusan also began to push the other part of the enemy forces north.



3 This threat to its border, and the possibility that its North Korean ally might lose the war, brought China into the conflict. 
In November 1950, China sent in large numbers of troops who now pushed the UN and South Korean forces back towards Seoul.
The Chinese took Seoul, and reached about 75 kilometres further south before the advance was stopped.

4 Between January and April 1951, UN troops again pushed north, and regained all the lost ground up to approximately the 38th parallel of latitude. 
Between April and May a new Chinese offensive began, seeking again to take Seoul. 
The Chinese push was halted, leaving the two sides facing each other at approximately the 38th parallel of latitude — the original dividing line between the two Koreas before the North’s invasion. 
The remainder of the war saw a stalemate, with neither side making any gains, despite some fierce fighting.

Maps: Te Ara, The Encyclopedia of New Zealand, Story: Asian conflicts. Korean War conflict, 1948–1953, 
www.teara.govt.nz/en/map/34516/korean-war-conflict-1948-1953, accessed 30 June 2016.
You can see a more detailed timeline of the events of the war at Australia’s involvement in the Korean War, www.korean-war.commemoration.gov.au/cold-war-crisis-in-korea/timeline.php .

FACT FILE 3
International involvement in the Korean War
This file provides an indication of the relative contributions of different nations to the Korean War.

United Nations Command
	Country
	Role

	Australia
	Military

	Belgium
	Military

	Canada
	Military

	Colombia
	Military

	Denmark
	Medical

	Ethiopia
	Military

	France
	Military

	Greece
	Military

	India
	Medical

	Italy
	Medical

	Luxembourg
	Military

	Netherlands
	Military

	New Zealand
	Military

	Norway
	Medical

	Philippines
	Military

	South Africa
	Military

	South Korea
	Military

	South Korea 
	Civilians

	Sweden
	Medical

	Thailand
	Military

	Turkey
	Military

	UK
	Military

	USA
	Military




North Korea and allies
	Country
	Role

	Bulgaria
	Medical

	China
	Military

	Czechoslovakia
	Medical

	East Germany
	Medical

	Hungary
	Medical

	Mongolia
	Humanitarian aid

	North Korea
	Military

	North Korea 
	Civilians

	Poland
	Medical

	Romania
	Medical

	Soviet Union
	Military




Korean War Educator, 
www.koreanwar-educator.org/topics/united_nations/p_un_involve.htm , accessed 30 June 2016.
Korean War Fast Facts, CNN, http://edition.cnn.com/2013/06/28/world/asia/korean-war-fast-facts/ ,
accessed 30 June 2016.
Gordon L Rottman, Korean War Order of Battle: United States, United Nations and Communist Ground, Naval, and Air Forces, 1950–1953, 
Praeger Publishers, Westport, Connecticut, USA, 2002, pp.119–124,190–192, 209–212.
Allan R Millett, Their War for Korea: American, Asian, and European Combatants and Civilians, 1945–1953, Brassey’s Inc., Washington, DC, USA, 2002, pp. 266–268.
Paul M Edwards, Korean War Almanac, Facts on File, New York, USA, 2006, pp. 512–528.



FACT FILE 4
Australian forces in the Korean War
This file provides a summary of the Australian military forces involved during the war. It also includes 
a glossary to help students understand basic military terminology used in the resource.
	Royal Australian Navy (RAN)
	Nine ships served at various times:
HMA Ship:
Shoalhaven
Bataan
Warramunga
Murchison
Anzac
Tobruk
Condamine
Culgoa
Sydney
Three squadrons of naval aircraft operated from HMAS Sydney: 805 Squadron, 808 Squadron and 817 Squadron.
More than 5700 RAN personnel served in Korea.

	Australian Army
	Three battalions of the Australian Army were involved at various times. Each battalion was about 800 strong.
3rd Battalion	The Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR) 
1st Battalion	RAR (1 RAR) 
2nd Battalion	RAR (2 RAR) 
More than 11,000 Australian Army personnel served in Korea made up from combat and service support units.

	Royal Australian 
Air Force (RAAF) 
	One RAAF squadron operated from Korea: 
No. 77 Squadron (fighter aircraft) 
Other squadrons were based in Japan: 
No. 91	Composite Wing, 
No. 30	Communications Unit (later known as No. 30 Transport Squadron), 
No. 36	Transport Squadron, 
No. 391	Base Squadron, and 
No. 491	Maintenance Squadron.
More than 1400 RAAF personnel served in Korea. 

	Nurses
	Nurses from the Royal Australian Army Nursing Service (RAANS) and Royal Australian Air Force Nursing Service (RAAFNS) served. A small group was posted in Seoul to help stabilise and process wounded and ill men being sent to hospital in Kure, Japan. Other medical staff treated and cared for them there.
Thirty-two army nurses and twenty-one air force nurses served in Korea. Some 200 Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC) officers and other ranks served in Japan, supporting the trained nursing sisters.

	Other
	The Salvation Army, Red Cross and Young Men’s Christian Association sent sixteen men and three women to provide voluntary services to troops in Korea. Ten civilians served as canteen staff on HMAS Sydney.




Glossary of military terms
Students may be unfamiliar with some military terms. Here are some basic definitions.
Battalion 
A battalion is an infantry combat unit that might nominally comprise some 800 men, but the number can vary according to circumstance. When the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, was brought up to strength before deploying to Korea it numbered 960 men. An infantry battalion comprises four companies, A, B, C and D, and includes headquarters company and supporting units such as medical personnel, signallers and sappers.
Artillery
Artillery support was provided by specialist troops. In Korea the main artillery support for Australian troops was the New Zealand Field Artillery Battery.
Hierarchy of ranks
Australian military ranks across the navy, army and air force are divided into other ranks, 
non-commissioned officers, warrant officers and Commissioned officers. The equivalent 
other ranks begin at Seaman, Private and Aircraftman/woman. The highest commissioned officer ranks are Admiral of the Fleet, Field Marshal and Marshal of the RAAF. 
RAAF structure
The RAAF is organised by a series of unit building blocks which begin at flight level and work up to group level. The smallest sub-unit in the airforce is the section, several sections constitute a flight, several flights a squadron, several squadrons a wing, and several wings a group. The composition of each level is flexible and varies depending on the type of aircraft, equipment used and role.



FACT FILE 5
Australian operational locations 1950-1953
This map complements Fact file 4 by showing the main locations where Australian combat units operated during the war.

Out in the Cold: Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War 1950–1953, 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs and the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT, 2012, p. 7.


FACT FILE 6
The Korean War: an essay by historian Ian Hodges
This essay provides a detailed explanation of the nature of the Australian military experience of the Korean War. It looks at all three services — navy, army and air force — and the changing military circumstances of the war over time.
When the Second World War ended in August 1945 Australians looked to the future with a sense of optimism and relief. But after half a century blighted by world wars and economic depression, the peace for which everyone had longed proved both complicated and fragile. Old alliances and loyalties had shifted under the weight of two global conflicts. The United States supplanted Britain as the cornerstone of Australia’s security in the Asia–Pacific region while the alliance that had defeated Germany and Japan frayed almost as soon as the war ended. 
Within a few years, Europe was at the centre of a new conflict. The Cold War was a decades-long period of tension between the communist eastern bloc, dominated by the Soviet Union and China, and the western powers, among which the United States was pre-eminent. Never descending into a general war, the rivalries between the Soviet Union and the West were played out in smaller, though often very bloody conflicts, around the world. The United Nations (UN) was established in the wake of the Second World War to ensure collective international security, but its permanent members were the countries most strongly associated with the Cold War, and the UN was unable to prevent conflict between its member states.

These reinforcements for 3 RAR have arrived in Pyongyang during one of the war’s most dangerous phases — shortly after Chinese troops swept across the Yalu River, changing the shape and character of the conflict. AWM 148880


In 1950, the fledgling international body faced its most serious test to date. On 25 June that year, communist North Korea invaded its United States backed southern neighbour. The UN, having received a report from two Australian observers declaring that South Korean troops had been deployed for defence, and that North Korea was the aggressor, hastened to oppose the invasion. Within five days the United States had committed forces to South Korea’s defence and Australian naval vessels had been dispatched to evacuate British and American nationals. The Royal Australian Air Force’s (RAAF) No. 77 Squadron, which was preparing to return home after post-Second World War occupation duties in Japan, was soon in action over Korea. Also on occupation duty in Japan, the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR), understrength and unprepared for combat duties, had to train and wait for reinforcements before deploying to Korea in September.
By then, UN forces had retreated down the length of the Korean peninsula, from the North—South frontier to a small perimeter around the South Korean port of Pusan. For much of July and August, Australian airmen fought to slow the communist advance, sometimes flying four exhausting, dangerous ground attack operations in a day. Fearing a humiliating defeat, the UN took a risky course. On 15 September 1950, 


Australians first encountered Chinese troops in the Pakchon area during November 1950. Here, wounded Australians are sheltering from mortar fire in a roadside trench while Korean refugees crowd on the other side. AWM 146964


Wearing recently issued winter clothing, members of 3 RAR retreat along the road from Kunu-ri, about 20 kilometres east of Pakchon. During the fraught days of November 1950, UN forces were under constant threat of being cut off by Chinese troops whose advance must have seemed unstoppable. AWM 148896
United States forces, assisted by two Australian vessels, launched a bold amphibious landing at Inchon, far behind the North Korean front lines. The gamble succeeded and UN forces began their own advance, crossing the border into North Korea. A fortnight later, Australian ground troops joined two British battalions to form the 27th Commonwealth Infantry Brigade. They were soon in North Korea, passing through the recently captured capital, Pyongyang, before fighting a series of brief but sharp actions: at a place known as the Apple Orchard, at the ‘Broken Bridge’ on the Taeryong River, and at Chongju. As they neared the Yalu River, which formed the North Korean frontier with China, UN forces felt that victory was within their grasp, but the war’s character was about to change. In early November, Chinese troops poured into North Korea, driving UN forces before them. 


Sergeant Pilot George Hale of No. 77 Squadron beside his Gloster Meteor in 1953. By this stage of the war, Australian airmen were generally engaged in highly dangerous ground attack operations but the original caption describes Hale as having had ‘a brush with MiG fighters over North Korea’. His smile might be one of relief at having survived an encounter with the enemy’s superior fighter aircraft. AWM JK0683

RAAF and Royal Air Force (RAF) pilots served together in No. 77 Squadron during the Korean War. Six of the forty-one squadron members who lost their lives in Korea were RAF personnel. AWM JK0366


This difficult retreat through a frozen landscape was one of the UN’s darkest moments in the Korean War. 
Along with ground troops, the Chinese sent MiG jets into combat over North Korea, quickly rendering the propeller driven Mustangs flown by the Australians obsolete, but not ending the need for the RAAF to continue flying ground attack sorties. 
At sea Australian ships broke from patrol duties to undertake more evacuations and to bombard onshore targets behind the fast moving front. On land, for the second time in six months, South Korea’s capital, Seoul, fell to communist forces. The UN front stabilised south of Seoul and in January 1951 the UN launched its own offensive, recapturing the capital and recrossing the North Korean border. During this phase of the war, in April 1951, the Australians fought their best-known battle of the war, at Kapyong, where together with New Zealanders, Americans and Canadians they repulsed a series of Chinese attacks and ended any communist hopes of making a fresh advance into South Korea. 
By late 1951 with neither side able to strike a decisive blow, the UN decided on a strategy of inflicting as many casualties as possible on the communist forces in the hope of convincing China that the war could not be won on the battlefield but must be ended with a negotiated settlement. Success required a strong defensive line, which in the Australian sector meant capturing key hills in the Maryang San range. The Battle of Maryang San ended the war of movement in Korea. 

Members of 3 RAR share cigarettes with troops of the 20th Battalion, Philippines Regimental Combat Team, who have come up to relieve the Australians after the Maryang San fighting. AWM HOBJ2612


From the beginning of 1952, as cease-fire negotiations proceeded, both sides dug in, forming a series of trenches and defensive positions stretching across the Korean peninsula in a line that corresponded closely to the original border between North and South Korea. In this new stalemate, men on the front lines spent their days below ground, seeking shelter from artillery fire. At night, the front came alive as patrols ventured into no-man’s-land and with soldiers engaging in the hard labour of repairing and maintaining their trenches. 
In October 1951 the war also changed for the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) when the aircraft carrier HMAS Sydney deployed to Korean waters, bringing naval aviators into the fighting and adding a new dimension to Australia’s contribution. Meanwhile other RAN vessels continued with mine sweeping operations, bombarding onshore installations on communist-held islands and on the mainland, patrolling and, at times, directing the rescue of downed UN airmen. 
For Australian historians who write about the Korean War, the most dramatic military developments took place during the first eighteen months, when armies advanced and retreated, when China intervened and when Australians fought in the pivotal battles at Kapyong and Maryang San. For the men who served during the final eighteen months of fighting in Korea, the danger and exhaustion was just as real as it had been previously, but the war now lacked a compelling historical narrative. 

Korea, being a peninsula, proved very suitable for naval warfare, but its multitude of estuaries, islands and rivers posed enormous challenges. This painting suggests ideal conditions, but in narrow waterways where enemy fire combined with strong currents, shoals, and winter ice floes, to test sailors, they needed all of their skills to keep their ships safe.
Frank Norton, Off Sok To from Warramunga (1952, watercolour, carbon pencil, pen and black ink on grey paper, 33 x 43.2 cm,
AWM ART40022)

HMAS Sydney experiences rough weather during Typhoon Ruth in October 1951. The storm blew one aircraft overboard and damaged several others. AWM 044819
 



Five members of 3 Platoon, A Company, 3 RAR. With their variety of uniforms and weapons, their weary faces and their unkempt appearance, these men appear to have been in the line for some time. Their easy stances hint at the camaraderie so often associated with combat soldiers.
AWM 044746

RAAF Nursing Sister Helen Blair speaks with recently released prisoners of war on the flight from Korea to Japan. Twenty-nine Australians were taken prisoner during the Korean War, one of whom lost his life while in captivity.
AWM JK0858

In Australia public interest in Korea waned within months of the war’s beginning. Having lost more than 100,000 soldiers, sailors and airmen in the world wars and having endured years of austerity, Australians were tired of war. Even though Korea had to be viewed through the prism of the global contest between communism and the West, Australia was never directly threatened as it had been by Japan less than a decade before. Families and communities could remain unaffected and largely unaware of what was happening in Korea. When June White told a party guest that her husband was in Korea in 1952, the response was a question: what was he doing in that country? Only in the homes of those who were serving did people know the anxiety and worry that had been so commonly experienced during the world wars. In some sectors of the Australian economy, the war in Korea meant boom times. There was massive demand for Australian wool when the UN armies needed to clothe their troops during the fierce Korean winters. For some farmers the war meant opportunity, but across the country more generally it meant very little as people went about their daily lives. 
The fighting in Korea ended in an armistice on 27 July 1953. No formal peace has ever been agreed and the state of war between the two Koreas exists to the present day. Some 18,000 Australians served in Korea during the war and in the post-armistice period, including more than fifty army and air force nurses. Of more than 87,000 UN soldiers who died in Korea, some 340 were Australian. Another eighteen Australians died in the post-armistice period. Communist losses were far higher, with more than 300,000 dead. The heaviest loss of life, though, was among Korean civilians. There are no accurate figures, but more than one and a half million Koreans are believed to have died. 
Looking back, one Australian soldier remarked that ‘most Australians of the Korean War regard themselves as the forgotten veterans of a forgotten war’. Preceded by the Second World War and followed by Vietnam, Korea occupies a shadowy place in Australia’s wartime history. But it could never be forgotten by those who served there, by the families from countries all over the world who lost loved ones, or by the millions of Koreans whose country was devastated by the Cold War’s first major armed conflict.

The United Nations Cemetery at Pusan in South Korea. This photograph was taken in April 1952, more than a year before the fighting in Korea ended. AWM 147857




Introductory Activities

Norman Lindsay cartoon, The Bulletin, 13 December 1950, p. 1.
Suggestions for teachers
Why do nations go to war? Why do people volunteer to fight in wars?
These two introductory activities are designed to tap into students’ existing knowledge and understanding of these questions in a generalised way. The activities establish their current ideas, and prepares students to expand on them by studying the specific example of Australia and the Korean War.
Students can be encouraged to speculate widely on possible reasons why nations and people choose to be involved in war, and to discuss these suggestions in class. This discussion will help them to evaluate each suggestion, and to decide on its validity.
Once students have discussed and thought about this variety of possibilities, they can record them on the pages provided.
Students can then explore the reasons why the Australian Government chose to go to war in the specific case of Korea (Investigation 2), and the reasons a number of men gave for their choosing to serve in this conflict (Investigation 3).


INTRODUCTORY CONCEPT 1
Why do nations go to war?
Imagine that you awoke today to the news that Australia was going to war against another nation. 
1.	List as many reasons as you can for why Australia might decide to go to war. For example, one reason might be because part of Australia was invaded by the other nation. List these ideas in the following table.
	Possible reason
	My judgement of it

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2.  Now, as a class or in groups or pairs, discuss the validity of each as a reason for going to war, and record your        evaluation in the second column of each as:
•	a justifiable and supportable reason, or
•	possibly a good reason, depending on the circumstances, or
•	not acceptable as a reason for going to war.
You will soon be able to investigate the reasons why Australia went to war in 1950, and decide if you think these reasons seem justified.

INTRODUCTORY CONCEPT 2
Why do individuals go to war?
You have considered why a nation might go to war. But what about the individual who will be fighting in it — why might that person go to war?
Look at this photograph. It shows six Australians in 1950 departing a training facility in Australia and bound for Korea.

           
State Library of Victoria H2002.199/3449
Imagine that these men could come to your class to talk to you, before they continue on to Korea. 
1. 	What are your first impressions of the men? (For example, are they young or old? Happy or sad? 
And so on.) 
2.	List some questions that you would ask them about their decision, and what they expect will happen to them. For example, you might ask:
•	Why are you going?
•	How does your family feel about this?
•	What do you think the fighting will be like?
•	What do you think will be the most challenging thing about serving in the war?
Use the table on the next page to record your questions. Leave the answer column blank — you will be able to complete it as you work through the evidence and information in other investigations.
3.	Share and discuss your questions with the class, and add any new ones from others to your final list. 
As you work through the investigations in this resource you will be able to start discovering answers to the questions you want to ask these men. 



	Questions I would ask the men
	What I have discovered their answers would probably be 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




INVESTIGATION 1
What was the Cold War?
How was Korea part of the Cold War?
 

Chinese propaganda banner 
AWM REL33153
Suggestions for teachers
This investigation addresses the underlying concept of war in Korea as part of a broader conflict of ideologies – the ‘Cold War’.
Students will discover that the Korean War was a civil war between two opposing governments, each seeking the unification of the Korean peoples, and also part of a global competition between hostile ideologies.
Students should start by speculating on what they consider a ‘cold’ war would be.
This will lead them to explore the two major competing ideologies or world views that were at the heart of the Cold War between 1945 and 1991.
Students will then look at the specific reasons why the Korean War was part of this global conflict.
The investigation has been designed with a linear approach, with students seeing a variety of perspectives from the primary and secondary sources included.
At the end of the investigation students will have an understanding of the Korean War as one early part of the Cold War conflict.


What was the Cold War?
Australia went to war in Korea as part of its obligations as a member of the United Nations. The Korean War was the first open conflict of the ‘Cold War’.
1.	What does the term ‘cold war’ mean to you? (Consider it as opposite to ‘hot war’.)
At the end of the Second World War in 1945, there were two dominant and opposing ideologies or world views: 
Source 1.1 Comparative table of ideologies 
	Aspect
	Ideology 1
	Ideology 2

	Political
	Democracy, multiple competing political parties, free voting, an opposition party to the government in parliament.
	One-party government, no other free political parties, no opposition to the ruling government. 

	Social
	Emphasis on rights and freedoms of individuals in society, a ‘safety net’ welfare system for the disadvantaged.
	The state organises all aspects of life for the good of society and treats all people as equal.

	Economic
	Capitalist – individuals can pursue wealth freely; the state taxes individuals to supply services to all.
	Socialist – the state determines what will be produced and controls the distribution of wealth in society.



2.	What do you think would be the main advantages or strengths, and disadvantages or weaknesses, of each?
3.	Which do you prefer? Why?
4.	Why do you think the people in each system accepted it?
There were often small individual differences in countries that held the same world view. For example, voting was voluntary in the United States and compulsory in Australia, but in both cases people had the democratic right to vote. Most nations held one or other of these world views.
Ideology 1 was generally held by the more developed nations — USA, Britain, western European countries, Australia, New Zealand and others. Supporters of this view generally hoped it would be held by all others. They were prepared to impose it on any countries they controlled (such as colonies), and to influence other countries to accept it.
Ideology 2 was generally held by those nations which were communist — mainly the Soviet Union and China, and the eastern European countries that were under Soviet influence. As with the democratic nations, the communist nations were keen to spread their system to other countries and impose it on dependent countries.
Supporters of each system were prepared to undermine those countries that held an opposing view, in the hope of converting them.



Look at this map showing the major Cold War divisions in the early 1950s.
Source 1.2 Map of Cold War alignments early 1950s

Ryebuck Media
5.	Describe by continent or region the pattern of global politics shown by the map.
Look at this Chinese postage stamp. Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin (left) is shown shaking hands with Chinese Chairman Mao Zedong. 
Source 1.3 Postage stamp commemorating the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship in 1950

Australia’s involvement in the Korean War,
http://korean-war.commemoration.gov.au/cold-war-crisis-in-korea/what-was-the-cold-war.php, accessed 30 June 2016.
6.	What is the message of the stamp? 
7.	How would opponents of communism be likely to view such a treaty? 
8.	Which countries or regions in particular might feel anxious about this development? Why?


How was Korea part of the Cold War?
One way in which one of the dominant nations could try to expand its own influence and ideology was by supporting a nation or a ‘side’ that was involved in a conflict against proponents of the opposing ideology. This is what happened in Korea.
Korea had been controlled by Japan until that country was defeated at the end of the Second World War in 1945. Then Korea was divided into two parts at the 38th parallel of latitude, to create North Korea and South Korea, each with a different government. 	
The North Korean government was a one-party state under a dictator, Kim Il-sung. The Soviet Union and China supported the communist government of North Korea, and the United States supported the capitalist and nominally democratic government of South Korea. The South Korean government was corrupt, under a supposedly democratic leader, Syngman Rhee.
Both Korean governments wanted the unification of Korea, but each believed that the unified Korea should live under its form of government — that the communist North Korean government should control the whole country, or that the democratic South Korean government should control the whole country.
The Korean War started when, in an attempt to impose a communist unification on Korea, North Korean troops invaded South Korea on 25 June 1950. 
On 25 and 27 June the United Nations condemned the invasion, and recommended that ‘Members of the United Nations furnish such assistance to the Republic of Korea [South Korea] as may be necessary to repel the armed attack and to restore international peace and security in the area’. 
(Resolution 83 (1950) of 27 June 1950, Refworld, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f20a2c.html,
accessed 30 June 2016.)
On 29 June, Australia announced that it would place two Royal Australian Navy (RAN) ships at the disposal of the United States authorities, and the next day committed a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) fighter squadron (No. 77 Squadron), which was stationed in Japan. In July, Prime Minister Robert Menzies pledged that ground troops would be sent as soon as possible.
The USA and its allies supported South Korea, and the USSR and China supported North Korea.
The war in Korea became part of the two major Cold War powers’ attempts to expand or protect their existing influence.
Here are two accounts from Korean secondary school history textbooks. Read them and answer the questions that follow.



Source 1.4 Comparative accounts in two school textbooks of the origins of the Korean War
Textbook A
Upset by the fast and astonishing growth of the power of the Republic, the American invaders hastened the preparation of an aggressive war in order to destroy it in its infancy … The American imperialists furiously carried out the war project in 1950 … The American invaders who had been preparing the war for a long time, alongside their puppets, finally initiated the war on June 25th of the 39th year of the Juche calendar. That dawn, the enemies unexpectedly attacked the North half of the Republic, and the war clouds hung over the once peaceful country, accompanied by the echoing roar of cannons.
Having passed the 38th parallel, the enemies crawled deeper and deeper into the North half of the Republic … the invading forces of the enemies had to be eliminated and the threatened fate 
of our country and our people had to be saved.

Textbook B
When the overthrow of the South Korean government through social confusion became too difficult, the North Korean communists switched to a stick-and-carrot strategy: seeming to offer peaceful negotiations, they were instead analyzing the right moment of attack and preparing themselves for it.
The North Korean communists prepared themselves for war. Kim Il-sung secretly visited the Soviet Union and was promised the alliance of the Soviets and China in case of war. Finally, at dawn on June 25th, 1950 the North began their southward aggression along the 38th parallel. Taken by surprise at these unexpected attacks, the army of the Republic of Korea (South Korea) fought courageously to defend the liberty of the country.

Reading like a historian, Stanford history education group, http://sheg.stanford.edu/world-korean-war, Lesson plan quick view, accessed 30 June 2016.

 9.	Summarise what each textbook says about how the war started. 
10.	Are there any points on which they agree? Explain.
11.	Which of these textbooks do you find more trustworthy? Why? Use specific examples from either text to support your answer.
12.	Where else could you look in order to work out how the Korean War started?
13.	Here are the details of the two textbooks. Decide which extracts come from which textbook, and justify your answer:
–	Kim, Doojin. Korean History: Senior High, Dae HanTextbook Co, Seoul, South Korea, 2001.
–	History of the Revolution of our Great Leader Kim Il-sung: High School, Textbook Publishing Co., Pyongyang, North Korea, 1999.


Look at this cartoon from the United States on the origins of the war. 
Source 1.5 A cartoon in the American newspaper the Washington Post

Herb Block, Washington Post, 1950. A Herblock Cartoon, © The Herb Block Foundation. The Opper project: Using editorial cartoons to teach history, Ohio State University, 
http://hti.osu.edu/opper/lesson-plans/cold-war-conflict-in-korea-the-powerful-and-powerless-united-nations/images/those-are-the-flags, accessed 30 June 2016.
14.	What does the cartoon show?
15.	What do the flags represent?
16.	Who are the two characters?
17.	What does the cartoonist show to be the relationship between them?
18.	What does this cartoon suggest about the American perspective of the causes of the Korean War?
19.	What does it suggest about the American idea of the nature of the Cold War?
20.	The Cold War is now generally accepted as having lasted from 1945 until the break up of the Soviet Union in 1991. That event symbolised the collapse of the Soviet Union and the disintegration of the eastern bloc. The Korean War was one of many conflicts in that period. Bringing together all the information and evidence in the investigation, what do you now understand by the term ‘Cold War’?


INVESTIGATION 2
Why was Australia involved in the Korean War? Did the Australian people support this involvement?


Ted Scorfield, ‘The Spreading Web’, The Bulletin, 19 July 1950, p. 1.
Suggestions for teachers
This investigation requires students to explore why Australia became involved in the war, and whether or not it was a popular decision.
It allows them to test their ideas developed in Introductory concept 1 against the reality of what happened in 1950.
The official reasons for involvement were provided by Prime Minister Menzies and Opposition leader Chifley in sources 2.1 and 2.2. Have students look at these and identify the different reasons that were given by these two men.
Then have students look at the two additional reasons that were not given at the time, but which were in the minds of the decision makers (sources 2.3 and 2.4).
Having established the variety of reasons for involvement, students can discuss whether Australia was justified in entering the war. They can also consider whether or not parliament ought to be the body that authorises the nation going to war, by developing a series of arguments for and against that process.
The remaining documents (sources 2.5–2.10) reflect public attitudes to the decision. Students can consider how representative such documents are of public opinion.
Finally, they can consider why there was little opposition to Australia’s involvement in the war.

Why was Australia involved in the Korean War?
Once the news reached Australia that North Korean troops had invaded South Korea, the Australian Government committed naval forces first, followed by fighter aircraft, then ground troops to the war.
In Introductory concept 1 you looked at the reasons why a nation might go to war.
Now you can test those ideas by looking at why Australia, in reality, went to war in 1950. 
Cabinet met after the invasion and on 29 June authorised the commitment of two naval ships, and a day later a fighter squadron, to the war. Prime Minister Menzies announced this commitment to the nation. Parliament had not been sitting when the invasion occurred. It sat on 6 July 1950 to debate the motion:
That this House, having before it the Charter of the United Nations and the recent resolutions of the Security Council in relation to Korea, approves of the action taken by the Government in placing at the disposal of the United Nations the forces indicated in the statement of the Prime Minister.
Australia, House of Representatives 1950, Debates, 6 July 1950 http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80;resCount=Default, 1950s, 1950, July, 06, Question — Korea — House of Representatives Hansard — 6 July 1950 — Menzies, Robert, p. 3, accessed 30 June 2016.
Look at these speeches by Prime Minister Robert Menzies and the Leader of the Opposition, Ben Chifley of the Australian Labor Party, to understand why Australia became involved in the Korean War.
Source 2.1 Speech by Prime Minister Robert Menzies 
On the 27th June … the Security Council recommended that Members of the United Nations furnish such assistance to the Republic of Korea as may be necessary to repel the armed attack and to restore international peace and security in the area … More than 40 members of the United Nations, including all British Commonwealth countries which are members, have accepted the Security Council resolution. Only four nations have opposed — the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Yugoslavia … 
[I]t …  becomes apparent that the present conflict in Korea is on our side no outburst of old-fashioned power politics. On the contrary, the outcome of the conflict will determine whether the United Nations is efficacious for peace. It would be a tragedy for the world if the United Nations failed in this first crucial trial of strength … 
These events, which seem so remote in point of space, are not remote in point of significance. They are a reminder that the peace of the world is threatened and that, as a British and democratic nation, we must be not only willing, but also ready. As we are members of the British Commonwealth of Nations, we must be prepared to stand by our sister nations. As we are subscribers not only in the letter but also in the spirit to the Charter of the United Nations, 
we must be ready to give force and meaning to the letter and spirit of the Charter.
Australia, House of Representatives 1950, Debates, 6 July 1950, http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80;resCount=Default, 1950s, 1950, July, 06, Question — Korea — House of Representatives Hansard — 6 July 1950 — Menzies, Robert, pp. 1–3, accessed 30 June 2016.

1.	What reasons does Menzies give for Australia going to war?


Source 2.2 Speech by Leader of the Opposition Ben Chifley 
The Prime Minister’s motion and the action of the Government in offering its assistance to the United Nations organization must, in the circumstances that face us, have the full support of honorable members of the Opposition. The important question is not the type of government in North Korea and in South Korea, but whether one government has committed an act of aggression against another and whether this is a circumstance in which the world organization, the United Nations, should take action and request its members to prevent further acts of aggression and to retrieve the situation to whatever extent may be necessary. Today, it is North Korea and South Korea that are concerned in this matter but tomorrow or next month it may be countries in other parts of the world. 
Australia, House of Representatives 1950, Debates, 6 July 1950, http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80;resCount=Default, 1950s, 1950, July, 06, Question — Korea — House of Representatives Hansard — 6 July 1950 — Chifley, Ben p.1, accessed 30 June 2016.

2.	Why does Chifley support Australia’s involvement in the war?
Here are some other documents that help us explain why Australia went to war. Read them and 
answer the questions that follow.
3.	What additional reasons are given here that are not mentioned in the speech by Prime Minister Menzies on 6 July? 
4.	Why do you think he did not mention these reasons in parliament?
5.	Prime Minister Menzies had committed Australia to the war through a decision of Cabinet, the collection of the senior ministers. Parliament did not actually make the decision. Some people argue that Australia should never go to war until parliament has approved the decision. Discuss the advantages or strengths, as well as the disadvantages or weaknesses, of this proposed way of committing the nation to war. What is your opinion?
Source 2.3 Cabinet and ministerial discussions
A On 26 June, Percy Spender, wrote: 
It is proper that the Australian people should understand that, if Southern Korea falls under the domination of communist imperialism, the strategic picture of Asia as it affects Japan and the whole of the area of the North-West Pacific will undergo a radical change and will increase the dangers to the whole of South and South-East Asia.
Cameron Forbes, The Korean War. Australia in the Giants’ Playground, Macmillan, Sydney, NSW, 2010, p. 95.
B Prime Minister Menzies wrote after the Cabinet meeting of 27 June: 
It is quite clear that, although the invading forces are those of the North Korean Government, they represent Communist expansion. It therefore seems to Cabinet that this attack is a Communist inspired and directed move. If there are any or many Australians who believe that Communism is a peaceful political movement, the attack on Korea will have rudely awakened them.
Ibid., pp. 95–96.
C On 17 July, Percy Spender, Minister for External Affairs (now called Foreign Affairs), wrote to Prime Minister Menzies: 
From Australia’s long-term point of view any additional aid we can give to the US now, small though it may be, will repay us in future one-hundred fold.
Ibid., p. 117.
D On 24 July, the British Government decided that it would commit ground troops, to be announced on 26 July. Australia rushed to announce the commitment of its ground troops before the public notification by Britain. 
Ibid., p. 119.


Did the Australian people support this involvement?
Did Prime Minister Menzies’ decision have popular support in Australia? Look at the following evidence.
  6.	What does the cartoon show?
  7.	Who does the spider represent? How do you know?
  8.	What is the spider doing?
  9.	How does the cartoon show Australia being involved in the situation?
10.	What is the message of the cartoon about the Korean War, and about the Cold War?
11.	Do you think cartoons are a good source for understanding public opinion at the time? Explain your view.
Source 2.4 A cartoon from The Bulletin magazine, July 1950

Ted Scorfield, ‘The Spreading Web’, The Bulletin, 19 July 1950, p. 1.

Here is an extract from the editorial in a major Sydney daily newspaper, The Sydney Morning Herald, published the day after the parliamentary debate that you have studied. Look at it and answer the questions that follow.
Source 2.5 ‘Australians United Stand Against Aggression’
As was fitting, and as every Australian expected, the national Parliament spoke to the world at this time of crisis with one sure voice.
Both Mr. Chifley and Dr. Evatt agreed that, by offering immediate aid to the Security Council in the task of halting aggression, Australia had followed the only course consistent alike with her national interests and her international obligations. The verdict of aggression had been pronounced by the highest world authority, and Australia was bound to give every aid in her power to execute its judgment …
There was general agreement that the Prime Minister acted correctly, first, in offering air and naval aid without delay for the defence of South Korea, and secondly, in taking the earliest opportunity of seeking Parliamentary endorsement. 
The Sydney Morning Herald, 7 July 1950, p. 2.

12.	What is the attitude of The Sydney Morning Herald towards:
•	the war,
•	Australia’s involvement in it, and
•	the way Prime Minister Menzies went about involving Australia in it? 
13.	Do you think popular newspaper editorials are a good source for understanding public opinion at the time? Explain your view.

A Gallup Poll is a set of questions given to a representative sample of the population on a particular issue. It is believed to indicate public opinion generally.
A poll of 5 October 1950 interviewed 1620 people.
14.	According to the poll, did Australian people approve or disapprove of involvement in the war?
15.	According to the poll, was this a generally held attitude or did it reflect the view of only a segment of the population?
16.	Was the war seen as a civil war or an invasion?
17.	Was the war seen as a local conflict or an international one?
18.	Do you think such polls are a good source for understanding public opinion at the time? Explain your view.
Source 2.6 Gallup Poll results and analysis

QUESTION 1: Approve or disapprove of Australian involvement in the war?
After referring to the fact that some of Australia’s air force and navy were already in action, the poll asked: ‘Do you approve or disapprove of the Government sending those forces?’
Results
Approve — 71%
Disapprove — 20%
No opinion — 9%
Break down:
The 71% approval was from:
Men — 76%  
Women — 68%
Liberal or Country Party voters — 83%
Labor voters — 60%
QUESTION 2: Provide additional combat forces? 
The 71% who approved were further asked if they agreed with the Government’s proposal to send some infantry and artillery to Korea. Of these:
74% said yes
20% said no
6% were undecided
QUESTION 3: Cause of the war?
The 1620 people were also asked ‘In your opinion, what is the Korean War about?’
42% blamed Communist aggression
16% blamed Russian aggression
9% said it was a civil war
4% blamed greed, or a trade war
2% said it was Russia versus USA
24% could not say.

Australian Gallup Polls, Australian Public Opinion Polls, 
Nos 700–710, July–August, 1950.
(Today conducted by Roy Morgan research)




The Gallup Poll shows that there was some opposition to Australian involvement in the war. 
Here is some more evidence about that opposition.
Tribune was the newspaper of the Communist Party of Australia. This party was secretly organised and funded by the Soviet Union at the time. On 5 July, it published the following:
Source 2.7 An article in Tribune
KOREA FOR THE KOREANS!
WITHDRAW ALL AUST. FORCES!
Australian airmen and naval units, placed by Menzies under American orders, are already killing Koreans in a filthy war of imperialist intervention.
Australian troops are being prepared for the same despicable purpose of denying a people their just right to national independence.
Similar use is being made of Australians in Malaya. Plans to conscript Australians to fight overseas are reaching fruition. In face of this dirty war policy, the Tribune repeats its call — NOT A MAN, NOT A SHIP, NOT A PLANE. NOT A GUN, FOR THE AGGRESSIVE IMPERIALIST WAR ON KOREA AND MALAYA! WITHDRAW ALL AUSTRALIAN FORCES FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES IMMEDIATELY! The Australian people will join their voices with the cry of democrats the world over — KOREA FOR THE KOREANS; HANDS OFF KOREA. 
Tribune, 5 July 1950, p. 1.
19.	What was the Communist Party’s attitude to the war?
20.	What action was this article proposing?
21.	Do you think criticism of Australian involvement in the war was appropriate? 
Explain your reasoning.
The government prosecuted the Tribune editor, William Burns, over this article, arguing that it was proposing that people interfere with the war effort. The editor was found guilty. He appealed, lost the appeal, and had to serve six months’ imprisonment. Do you think it was appropriate for the government to prosecute people who were opposed to the war effort and who were encouraging action that might hinder it? Explain your views.
The Gallup Poll quoted previously also asked a question about opponents of the war.
22.	Do you think people would have been supportive of the government’s treatment of opponents of the war like Burns? Explain your reasons.
Source 2.8 Gallup Poll question
QUESTION 4 
Opponents of the war?
The interviewees were asked: ‘Do you think our Government should do anything about people 
who try to stop war supplies going to Korea?’
The responses were:

Gaol them — 31%
Do nothing — 16%
The Government should do something — 14%
Deal severely with them — 12%
Prosecute them — 10%
Deport them — 6%
Remove them from their jobs — 4%
No opinion — 4%
Use the military or volunteers — 2%
Explain the position to them — 1%


Australian Gallup Polls, Australian Public Opinion Polls, Nos 700–710, July–August, 1950.
(Today conducted by Roy Morgan research)


The other opposition to the war came from peace movements. The main body was the Australian Peace Council. Look at this document that explains its attitude to the war.
Source 2.9 Australian Peace Council
Despite all propaganda to the contrary, we therefore describe the fighting in Korea as an international war being fought between Koreans on one side and America, Australia and Allied forces on the other.
We cannot doubt that the real purpose of this armed assault on the people and territory of Korea was either to impose a certain type of government and social system on the Korean people or to secure the occupation and control of Korea by America for military and economic reasons.
Australian Peace Council, The Truth About Korea, Melbourne, 1950, cited in Richard Trembath, A Different Sort of War, Australian Scholarly Publishing, Melbourne, Vic. 2005, p. 75.

24.	What did the Australian Peace Council see as the cause and nature of the war?
In his speech to parliament, Prime Minister Menzies addressed the arguments of the peace organisations:
Source 2.10 Prime Minister Menzies in parliament
I am aware that these steps have been criticized, not by the mass of the Australian people, but by some so-called peace movements. Unhappily for the great and sacred name of peace, some of these movements to which I refer are designed to do no more than persuade our people that peace is the goal of some other government or governments, but not of their own. Such movements are dangerous. Their purpose is to inhibit our own proper preparations for defence while encouraging possible enemies to press forward war-like measures, calculated upon a supposed division of opinion or unwillingness to fight for survival in the democracies. But there will be some who are critical because they feel that intervention in Korea means a provocation of a third world war … It is … a perversion of the facts to treat the help now being given by a score of nations, including our own, as provoking a great war. It will, on the contrary, if it is effective, do more to prevent a third world war than almost anything else that could be imagined.
Australia, House of Representatives 1950, Debates, 6 July 1950, http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/summary/summary.w3p;adv=yes;orderBy=_fragment_number,doc_date-rev;query=Dataset%3Ahansardr,hansardr80;resCount=Default, 1950s, 1950, July, 06, Question — Korea — House of Representatives Hansard — 6 July 1950 — Menzies, Robert, p. 3, accessed 30 June 2016.

25.	Do you think Menzies’ criticisms of the peace movement were accurate? Explain your views.
26.	How did your own community react to the outbreak of the Korean War? If possible search the Trove site at the National Library of Australia (http://trove.nla.gov.au) to see if your local newspaper has been digitised, or go to your local library or historical society for help.

Bringing it together
27.	Look back at your list of reasons in Introductory concept 1 about why nations go to war. 
Why did Australia go to war in Korea? Did your list cover the Korean War situation?
28.	Why might it be common for there to be multiple reasons for a nation to decide to go to war?
29.	Do you think Australia was justified in going to war in Korea in 1950? Explain your reasons.

INVESTIGATION 3
Why did Australians join to fight in Korea?

Australian Army recruiting poster, c. 1950–1953 National Library of Australia (NLA) 138202480
Suggestions for teachers
In this investigation students look at the reasons for the enlistment of eight men.
This enables students both to understand the variety of motives which led Australians to volunteer to fight in Korea in 1950, and to test these against the hypotheses they developed in Introductory concept 2.
In Introductory concept 2 students considered why people might volunteer to go to war.
When Prime Minister Menzies committed Australian troops to the war he had to find additional volunteers. They came from two sources: the soldiers in the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR), serving as part of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) in Japan; and recruits for ‘K Force’, formed in Australia to supply reinforcements, initially, to 3 RAR. 
Every Australian who fought in Korea had to be a volunteer specifically for service in Korea, even if they were already in the navy, army or air force, and even if they were already serving overseas in Japan.
Why did these people volunteer to be involved in the war?

Why did Australians join to fight in Korea?
In 2000, historian Richard Trembath reported on a series of interviews and questionnaires involving Australian veterans of the Korean War. He recorded their answers and published some of them in his work.
Here is a sample of evidence from those interviews, detailing why six individuals specifically volunteered to fight in Korea. The reasons for volunteering of the remaining two individuals have been identified from other books about the Australian experience of the war. 
1.	Look at each person and decide which category or categories in the table below best fits his motivations for enlisting. (Note that a person might have several equally strong motives for enlisting.) 
If you identify a motive that is not in the list you can add it to an empty box.
	Motive/reason
	Name of the person

	Patriotism
	

	Anti-communism
	

	Personal gain (e.g. a job)
	

	Adventure
	

	Escape
	

	Military promotion
	

	Peer pressure/mateship
	

	Moral – doing the ‘right thing’
	

	Other
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





Source 3.1 Reasons for volunteering of eight men
A Pte John ‘Bushy’ Burke
I was a volunteer. Joined K Force in 1951. 
I was anti-communist, young, adventurous. And didn’t give a stuff for anything. 
Richard Trembath, ‘But to this day I still ask myself, why did I serve in Korea?’: The formation of K Force’ in The Korean War 1950–53: A 50 Year Retrospective, 2000 Chief of Army Conference, Conference Proceedings, http://www.army.gov.au/Our-history/Army-History-Unit/Chief-of-Army-History-Conference/2000-Chief-of-Army-Conference, p.1, accessed 20 May 2016.
B Sgt Stanley Bombell
During four years in the 2nd AIF we were told to train hard for we’d soon be in action against the enemy. Having earned the right to fight, we were denied the opportunity. I had wanted to join the Permanent Army after the War but I felt I was not a real soldier, so I took my discharge in 1946. The outbreak of the Korean War and the raising of a Special Force to fight there gave me an opportunity to see action and, partially, to regain lost face.
Ibid., p. 1.
C Pte Roy Inwood
That’s my family history and that’s what I grew up with ... So having grown up with military, or Army really, Army stories, all the time, all the time ... and then suddenly the Korean War started. And I could not wait, could not wait. It started on the 25th June and my enlistment date was 27th July ... I was down in Adelaide like a shot. 
Ibid., p. 7.
D Pte George Hutchinson
Looking for adventure, travel. 
Ibid., p. 8.
E Pte Ronald Smith
Working in Papua at the time and was becoming restless. Advent of Korean conflict offered further travel and adventure; an ideal opportunity to further test myself. 
Ibid., p. 8.
F Pte Dick Woodhams
I joined up specifically for Korea. As a young man I was very concerned about the Communist threat to Australia. I suppose I also enlisted for adventure as I was an orphan. 
Ibid., p. 10.
G Maj Jack Gallaway
Many of the K Force recruits had been among the AIF’s thirty-niners and all of them were similarly sharp of hearing in 1950. When their country sounded the bugle call for volunteers, they heard its first notes. 
Jack Gallaway, The Last Call of the Bugle, University of Queensland Press, St Lucia, Qld, 1994, p. 14.
H Capt Reg Saunders
I love Australia, but that’s got nothing to do with this. And I don’t have very strong convictions about Communism. Maybe it’s just because I like a certain amount of excitement. 
Quoted in Harry Gordon, The Embarrassing Australian, Lansdowne Press, South Melbourne, Vic, 1962, p. 145.
2.	From this evidence, what would you say was the main motive for men who were prepared to go and fight in Korea?
3.	Do any of the possible motives surprise you? Explain why.


Historian Richard Trembath suggests there are five main categories of reasons for enlisting to fight in the Korean War:
•	the wish for adventure,
•	career advancement,
•	the belief that communism needed to be repelled,
•	the desire for a secure job, and
•	restlessness or social dislocation.
Richard Trembath op. cit., p. 7.
4.	Do you think these are an accurate and useful set of categories? Explain your views.
  

Troops leaving Seymour camp in Victoria en route to Korea.
State Library of Victoria H2002.199/3699

5.	Look back at your ideas in Introductory concept 2. Has this evidence confirmed or challenged your expectations? 
6.	Do you think that there are circumstances when you would or would not volunteer to fight in a war involving Australia today? Explain your ideas.

INVESTIGATION 4
What were Australian soldiers’ experiences of the war?
  

Australians keeping warm in Korea, December 1950.
AWM P01813.471
Suggestions for teachers
This investigation provides evidence from photographs and soldiers’ own accounts of the nature of the Korean War experience for Australian service men and women.
Students use the evidence to develop a summary table of a number of aspects of that experience.
The evidence is divided into eight separate self-contained pages. Each of these includes both written and photographic evidence.
As a whole the evidence pages include information on all aspects of the soldiers’ experience set out in the summary table.
The evidence pages can be distributed among small groups, with each group reporting back to the whole class on what they discover. In this way the whole class can access the information on all eight evidence pages without having to read through them all.
Once students have read, reported back on and discussed the evidence, and have completed their personal summary table, they will be able to complete a summative activity that requires the use of knowledge, understanding and empathy.


What were Australian soldiers’ experiences of the war?
The Korean War was fought over three years in a variety of terrains and through every season. 
Korea is a topographically diverse country. Much of it is mountainous with sharp peaks and razorback ridges. Many of the mountains are densely wooded, and a complex network of rivers criss-crosses the country. The valleys and flats are heavily populated and cultivated — mainly with rice paddies that are flooded regularly. At the time of the war, most people lived in small villages. During this period the south was more heavily agricultural, and the north more urbanised and industrial.
The weather can be extreme and variable. Korea is affected by monsoons throughout the year. In summer monsoons bring hot, humid weather whilst in winter, the monsoons bring bitterly cold conditions. 
What was the war like for the ordinary Australian soldier? Each soldier’s experience was different. But there were many similarities and commonalities, and some generalisations are possible.
1.	Look at these accounts and images of aspects of life for the soldiers. Summarise the information against the headings in the table on the next page. If you discover new aspects you can add them to the table. You should find that there is some information on every aspect of life listed in the table, but that individual evidence pages only cover a few different aspects.
2.	After looking at all the evidence, imagine you were a journalist at the time who has interviewed several men for an article on Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War. Your article will be read by an Australian audience. What will you tell this audience back in Australia, and why will you include these things? What will you omit, and why?
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Summary Table
	Aspect of life for Australian combat soldiers in Korea
	What the evidence tells us

	Weather 
	

	Terrain
	

	Weapons used
	

	Nature of combat
	

	Attitudes to the fighting
	

	Mateship
	

	Everyday living conditions – food, hygiene
	

	Leadership
	

	Contacts with the enemy
	

	Contact with civilians
	

	Personal qualities of the soldiers – good and bad
	

	Feelings/emotions experienced
	

	Non-combat experiences
	




Evidence page 1
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Source 4.1 Bored and scared
War for an infantry soldier is 90 per cent bored stiff, 10 per cent scared stiff. Every soldier, every one is in a state of terror. A lot of people don’t know that. Of course you are, you’re in a state of terror. There are no cowards in the line and there are no brave soldiers. There are just those who have the ability, and most of them have, to be able to control that fear and hide it. It’s your mates that make you keep going … Soldiers fight for their own survival and for the survival of their mates.
Michael Veitch and Carol Raabus, ‘Peter Cundall remembers the Forgotten War’, ABC, www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2013/04/22/3741114.htm, accessed 30 June 2016. Reproduced by permission of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation - © 2013 ABC.

Source 4.2 Chinese soldiers attack

AWM P02758.009
Source 4.3 Australians hitching a ride on a tank

AWM HOBJ1627

Source 4.4 Bringing in a body
One of these eight man patrols [was] coming in one night and … Jacky Butterworth got killed, there was eight of them, three killed, five wounded of the eight. And they were right there in front of our position, and we had to go and bring them in. And when we got to where they were, then the thought came in how do we get in to get them out. And blokes, the wounded ones are, some of them were groaning and moaning a little bit, [obviously] because they were wounded. So, Francisco … and I went in and fingers crossed pick a dead body up and [brought] him out. And he was a big fellow too, he was bloody heavy and brought him back. It’s a bit of a hairy experience.
Victor Dey, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 1005 transcript at 05:18:00–19:30, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.


Evidence page 2
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Source 4.5 On leave
Nearby were the attractions of the city of Tokyo and the garish Ginza. Bars, beer halls, striptease, you name it! There was nothing, absolutely nothing, that could not be obtained for a price.
Desmond Guilfoyle, in Out in the Cold. Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, 
ACT, p. 76.


Source 4.6 Australians moving through a devastated city

AWM P00675.058






Source 4.7 A lull between attacks

Private HC Lyon, of the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, holds his Bren gun ready for enemy movement, during the advance northward from Pyongyang. A dead North Korean lies on the ground in the background.
© Imperial War Museum (BF 70)
Source 4.8 Facing fear
I got up there and I started to go into this trench … and I started thinking, “This place has been vacant for a short period of time, how the hell am I to know that somebody’s not in there waiting for me?” And I started to get a bit worried. So I very, very, very slowly on hands and knees got to the corner of the trench to try and see around it, as to whether there was anybody in there waiting for me. And of course it was black … And I stayed there for a little while and I thought, “Are you a man or mouse?” And one part of me said, “You’re a mouse, don’t go in.” The other part of me said, “You’ll never live with yourself, go in you bloody coward.” And so I went in. Ever so slowly and I got to the end, there was nobody there and I felt good, “Right. I’ve done this on my own,” but … I was that damned afraid I was ashamed of myself, I really was. Mind this is my first night in the sharp end so to speak.
Kerry Smith, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 1180 transcript, at 05:21:00–26:00, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.

Evidence page 3
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Source 4.9 Thinking about killing
I think about it now … The physical conflict. Shooting at someone didn’t worry me because I thought we were doing the right thing. And by that time you hadn’t actually experienced the horrors of someone dead alongside you or what happens when a life is extinguished. I suppose putting it plainly, you don’t really realize what you’re in for probably. 
Henry Pooley, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 1020 transcript at 06:24:30–25:00, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.

Source 4.10 Australians watching a village burn

AWM 146980

Source 4.11 The wounded in battle
Having only a couple of stretchers, most of the wounded had to lie on frozen ground without overhead cover: the blokes just had to suffer. Dressings for wounds soon ran out. Water ran out. There was no way of properly treating them for shock by keeping them warm. We could only lay them on the ground and cover them in any blankets or sleeping bags we could get our hands on and wait for morning. Had we been able to keep them warm and treat them for the shock and pain perhaps some of them that died would have lived.
Major Ben O’Dowd in Bob Breen, The Battle of Kapyong, Headquarters Training Command, Australian Army, Georges Heights, NSW, 1992, p. 63.


Source 4.12 Night fighting
In the moonlight our effective killing range was about 10 metres and our killing time about two or three seconds — the time it took for their heads and shoulders to appear above the edge of the ridge and for them to run to the forward [fighting] pits. As soon as shapes appeared out of the gloom our soldiers would produce as much rapid fire 
as each individual weapon was capable.
Major Ben O’Dowd in Out in the Cold: Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, ACT, 2000, p. 36.
Source 4.13 Food
“Probably enough food was supplied”, said Private Norman Taugge, “but it was always too far behind the front line. American troops are better fed, clothed, and looked after than the Australians,” he added. “I was in boots for eight days and nights and was not allowed to wash … We were marched across the mountains near the 38th Parallel on only one meal and on one bottle of water.”
The Sydney Morning Herald, 24 November 1950, p. 1.


Evidence page 4
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War


Source 4.14 Christmas lunch

AWM HOBJ4800


Source 4.15 Mail from home

AWM P01813.671



Source 4.16 Stretcher-bearers
[They] showed unbelievable courage in pulling out the wounded. If you’ve never been there you couldn’t understand. 
Desmond Guilfoyle, Out in the Cold, AWM, www.awm.gov.au/exhibitions/korea/ausinkorea/medical/, accessed 30 June 2016.
Source 4.17 Cold
Cold! I thought I knew it but Korea taught me otherwise. Cold so intense that even the ground was frozen solid and rivers iced up whilst a bone-chilling variable wind swept over the barren landscape. A weak sun rarely appeared in the leaden sky, vegetation withered and all animal life, with the exception of rats that infested our hootchies [tents] in plague proportions, vanished.
Desmond Guilfoyle in Out in the Cold: Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, ACT, 2000, p. 2.
Source 4.18 Leadership
This mine that Jacky Page trod on was a ground trip mine and it took all his insides out. So there’s three, four or five casualties during my tour of duty which occurred as a result of my [leadership].
It’s very disquieting; the most disquieting is that you’ve got to get home and sit down and write to their parents or their wives or what have you, about it. This fellow really did disturb me to the point where I really couldn’t sit down and write to his parents. He’s a young man about 22, as far as I was aware … he’d never known the love of a woman, he’d never known the joy of being a parent and it disappears. How would you feel about it? You’re responsible.
Charles Yacopetti, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 578 transcript at 05:31:30–33:30, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.

Evidence page 5
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Source 4.19 Butchering meat

© Imperial War Museum (MH 32695)
Source 4.20 3 RAR medical report January 1951
The problem of tender, swollen and trench feet and sickness due to extreme cold has deteriorated. The average daily evacuation is 12 men. As much as is humanly and tactically possible is being done to keep feet dry and warm. With the present fall of snow a further problem of snow glare arises. This has been alleviated by rubbing charcoal below the eyes and by warning troops not to look at the snow, but rather glance at objects occasionally.
Out in the Cold: Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, ACT, 2000, p. 68.
Source 4.21 An accidental death
[My] working party was repairing the fighting pits and also there was a group out replacing wire that had been all damaged and blown down in the attack. One of our guys had a panic or thought he saw something move and he had an Owen gun and he fired a full burst … We moved back … we all reached the trenches … everybody in the working party was there. I called my two. Only one answered. Call for Rocky. No answer.
Who fired the shots? Kiwi senior said, “I did. I saw movement on the right slope and I thought it was enemy about to fire on the working party. So I opened fire.” I asked him where and he pointed out in the general direction of where Rocky would have been. So myself and the platoon sergeant then moved back down the hill of the forward slope where we found his body … [W]hen we got him up to the pits and he was examined it appeared that the burst of Owen gun which would have been about 28 rounds — only one had struck him … and one was fatal. They’re the sort of things that can happen. I know that poor old Kiwi was a good soldier and a top bloke. But that was the finish of him … Never recovered from the fact that he’d shot one of his own guys. It was just something that was a complete accident … [I]f I was … in his place I probably would have done exactly the same thing. You don’t shout out and say, “Are you a goodie or a baddie?” You virtually assume … As I say, accident both ways. Cost him his life, but also wrecked another man’s life too.
Roland Kinnear, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 1621 transcript at 07:01:30–05:30, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.


Evidence page 6
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Source 4.22 An Australian patrol passes a local man

AWM P01813.843
Source 4.23 Mateship
The cold — the stinking heat — the hills — the water. No showers for weeks at a time. And yet I’ve never heard one vet say he wouldn’t do it again. The mateship in action. 
John Burke in Richard Trembath, ‘But to this day I still ask myself, why did I serve in Korea?’: The formation of K Force’ in The Korean War 1950–53: A 50 Year Retrospective, 2000 Chief of Army Conference, Conference Proceedings, www.army.gov.au/Our-history/Army-History-Unit/Chief-of-Army-History-Conference/2000-Chief-of-Army-Conference p. 1, accessed 20 May 2016.
Source 4.24 Lt Col Charles Green checking a map during an operation

AWM 044768


Evidence page 7
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Source 4.25 A letter home from Lt Col Charles Green
October 27 1950
My darling Olwyn,
Once again we have a quiet night and a chance to get another short letter away. Have not had any mail since my last letter sweetheart, but since it comes only about once a week or thereabouts, I usually get a batch when it does come …
I get very lonely for you darling and until we are together again there is no answer to this cold and lonely feeling.
Despite the cold the battalion is in excellent shape and is really a pleasure to command nowadays. They are a very fine lot and have done very well in two major actions to date.
How are you keeping my sweet and Bubby too of course. I do hope you are well and as happy as can be. We have only about another twenty miles to go to our final objective and after that the thing should be over. I hope that soon after that we shall be able to go home.
I suppose that dear little Bubby of ours is running around at home with bare tops on and is as brown as a berry. Does she like playing with Robert H now?
Must close and get to bed my pet; it is late and I am nearly frozen sitting here.
God bless you my darling and keep you well. I love you more than ever and hope that we are together again in a little while. 
[Charles Green was killed four days later.]
Olwyn Green, The name’s still Charlie, Australian Military History Publications, Loftus, NSW, 2010, p. 278.
Source 4.26 An Australian patrol passes through a village

© Imperial War Museum (KOR 611)

Evidence page 8
Australian soldiers’ experiences of the Korean War
Source 4.27 Artillery
One of the downsides about service in Korea was the intense artillery barrage that we used to be lashed with. 
You always had your ears listening and you’d hear the swish of the thing and you’d throw yourself flat on the ground … but when there was only sporadic fire you had to go about your duties digging and all that sort of thing so you were exposed to it. It was hard on the nerves. 
It could go on for a couple of hours and I do recall one person breaking under it. He was to be pitied really, a nice young fellow and good dig, everything like that, but he crawled into an ammunition bay which was a cavity hollowed out of the side of a trench in which we stored grenades and ammunition and that, and it would be the worst place in the world to take refuge, but he crawled into it and he’d gone to pieces. And a few of us dragged him out. For his own safety we had to drag him out of there but we couldn’t calm him and the medical orderly gave him a shot of something or other which calmed him down and somebody took him out to the regimental aid post and he disappeared. I don’t really know what happened to him.
Desmond Guilfoyle, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 2588 transcript at 766:15:00–18:30,
www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.

Source 4.28 An Australian Bren gun team

State Library of Victoria H2002.199/3604


Source 4.29 Australians sleeping in the sun

AWM P02201.105



Source 4.30 Australian troops at a concert party in the field

State Library of Victoria H2001.200/2858

INVESTIGATION 5
How were Australian forces involved in the Korean War? 


Ivor Hele, Vickers crew, Hill 210, Korea (1952, drawing, red conte crayon, charcoal on paper, 56 x 38 cm, AWM ART40373)


Suggestions for teachers
The previous investigation provided a way of exploring a variety of Australian experiences 
of the war.
This investigation focuses on the role of the three fighting services — navy, army and air force — in the war, as well as the treatment of the wounded through the medical system.
The investigation includes three examples of infantry battles — at Kapyong, Maryang San and The Hook. Each was a different type of engagement — a fighting withdrawal, a fighting advance, and a defence of high ground.
As with Investigation 4 teachers might distribute the six case studies to small groups, and have them report back to the whole class on their specific case study.
For each case study the students can be set the same task — to present a brief account that addresses the five key questions in the Summary table.

Introduction
During the Korean War Australian troops of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the Royal Australian Regiment were involved at different times in a number of battles and other contacts with the enemy. The RAAF flew many sorties against enemy aircraft and ground targets, and the RAN patrolled and engaged the enemy in coastal, estuarine and riverine waters. Throughout the war wounded and ill men received medical treatment and the serious cases were evacuated to a military hospital in Japan.
A good way of understanding the nature of the Australian experience of the Korean War is through the six case studies below:
A	The Battle of Kapyong
B	The Battle of Maryang San
C	The Battle of The Hook
D	Roles of the RAAF
E	Roles of the RAN
F	The system of medical care.


How were Australian forces involved in the Korean War?
Summary table
	A Kapyong
	B Maryang San
	C The Hook
	D RAAF
	E RAN
	F Medical

	Question 1: What was the role played by Australians?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Question 2: Why was it important?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Question 3: What was the experience like for the Australians involved? 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Question 4:  What personal qualities were needed in this role?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Question 5:  What does the case study help you understand about the nature of the Australian experience of the Korean War?

	
	
	
	
	
	



Case Study A The Battle of Kapyong
The Battle of Kapyong occurred on 24–25 April 1951. 
Kapyong is a small village near the 38th parallel, about 40 kilometres north-east of Seoul. It is in a valley, and has traditionally been a route for invaders of Seoul. 
The area was being defended by troops of the 3rd Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR); the 16th Field Regiment, Royal New Zealand Artillery (16RNZA); three platoons of A Company, 72nd US Tank Battalion (five tanks each); the 2nd Battalion of Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry (2PPCLI); and the 1st Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment (1MX), a British infantry battalion. 
There were South Korean forces further forward, to hold off the advancing Chinese troops. However, the South Korean troops broke and retreated, together with a stream of civilian refugees, and the Chinese advanced towards the defending UN force.
1.	Look at these two images of the area and describe the terrain.

Source 5A.1 A view of the Kapyong valley seen from the position held at the start of the battle by 3 RAR

AWM 147837

Source 5A.2 A painting of the area

Ivor Hele, Kapyong landscape (1953, oil on hardboard, 75.8 x 91.2 cm, AWM ART40313)

2.	What advantages and disadvantages would the United Nations defenders have against the attacking Chinese?


Participants remember Kapyong
Here are some accounts by participants of the battle. Read these and add information to your summary table.
Source 5A.3 Sgt George Harris
The Chinese kept coming up on 1 Platoon and 1 Platoon kept knocking them back. Each time they knocked them back, the Chinese just disappeared for a while. The bugles would start again and 1 Platoon would cop it again. In between assaults the wounded and dead were brought back and fit men were repositioned by section commanders into forward positions. Groups of Chinese also began to attack CHQ [Company Headquarters] and 3 Platoon. With these fellas prowling around, the whole position was in danger of being overrun.
Bob Breen, The Battle of Kapyong, Headquarters Training Command, Australian Army, Georges Heights, NSW, 1992, p. 53.
Source 5A.4 New Zealand artillery which continually pounded the Chinese attacking troops

AWM 157622
Source 5A.5 4 Platoon, B Company, 3 RAR after the battle
        
AWM 147351


Source 5A.6 Sgt George Harris
After one of the attacks early on 24 April, Roy called out to me that a group of Chinese were creeping around to the rear … He called out this warning and also stated that he was bringing in a badly wounded man. I called back and told him to bring the wounded man around a small spur to our position and to keep quiet or he would get himself shot. The battle restarted and I did not see him again until we drove the Chinese out … after dawn. Both of them were dead. Roy Ingram had his arm around his friend where he was half carrying him. Most of Roy’s hand was blown off and he had his handkerchief wrapped around it.
He had not told me that he also was wounded when he was helping his digger mate. I wished he had because I would have got to him and helped. He may have died through loss of blood or was hit again bringing his friend out. He did not think of himself. He warned us that the Chinese had got around to our rear so we could engage them. He died helping a mate and warning his friends.
Ibid., p. 95.
Source 5A.7 Maj Ben O’Dowd
At Kapyong A Company fought off wave after wave of fanatical attacks all through one night. They fought from half-made weapon pits. They removed their dead and wounded, and occupied their weapon pits to await the next onslaught — with a good chance of a similar fate as the previous occupant — fully aware of the chance of survival if seriously wounded. They knew they were cut off with what looked a poor chance of escape. In these circumstances any panic or break in morale would have been disastrous. I don’t believe that this possibility existed. They gave as good as they got, fought it out and won.
R Sutton (ed.), The Korean War 1950–1953, Proceedings of the RUSI of NSW Seminar, 4 November 1992, United Service Vol. 46, No. 3, pp. 13–47.
Source 5A.8 Capt Reg Saunders 
At last I felt like an Anzac and I imagine there were 600 others like me.
Out in the Cold, AWM, www.awm.gov.au/exhibitions/korea/operations/kapyong/, accessed 30 June 2016.
You can also see veterans interviewed and the reconstructions of aspects of the battle in the documentary film Kapyong: the forgotten battle of the forgotten war, Arcimedia Pty Ltd, 2011.
Thirty-two Australians died during the Battle of Kapyong. The action stopped the Chinese advance towards Seoul. The American, Australian and Canadian units involved were awarded the high honour of a United States Presidential Citation for their ‘heroic and courageous’ behaviour.
Look at the Australian War Memorial diorama on the next page.


3.	What are the strengths and weaknesses of this representation in helping you understand what happened, and what the fighting was like for the soldiers involved?

Source 5A.9 An Australian War Memorial diorama

Dean Kolls and Louise Skacej, Battle of Kapyong, diorama (2007, mixed media including: painted bronze figures; polyester resin landscape reinforced with glass fibres; painted stretched canvas cyclorama; and sound and lighting component, 1940 x 5300 x 2650 mm, AWM ART93183)
Here is some more information about the AWM diorama.
Source 5A.10 Description of the diorama
Set in the Kapyong Valley in South Korea, the diorama represents a specific moment and location from the Battle of Kapyong that took place on 23–24 April 1951. The night time scene shows four Australian soldiers gallantly protecting the rear of their company, which is stretched out on an island feature as part of the 27th British Commonwealth Brigade’s attempt to secure the Kapyong valley.
In 2007 the artists travelled to Kapyong with Ray Parry, one of the four soldiers depicted in the diorama. The time spent with Parry was invaluable not only in locating the exact area depicted in the diorama but also giving them an intimate and firsthand account of his experience. Inspired by his humour and humility Parry’s voice recordings were used as the primary feature of the diorama’s soundscape. Woven together with the sounds of battle as well as the sounds of bird and insect life local to the area, Parry’s recollections help evoke a sense of what it would have been like for the men in Korea that night.
A contemporary lighting display is also combined with the soundtrack to further develop a sense of a live battle scene. For instance, various flashes of light merge with the sounds of explosions and gunshots to indicate the blasts of guns, grenades and artillery. The lighting also identifies the positions of other companies from 3RAR that were part of the battle. A cool blue light that suggests moonlight dominates the diorama and provides a sense of cold night air.
Battle of Kapyong diorama, Australian War Memorial, www.awm.gov.au/collection/ART93183/, accessed 30 June 2016.
4.	How would the way the diorama is presented help viewers better understand what the battle was like for these soldiers?
5.	Add information about Kapyong to your summary table on page 52.
You can find more information about the role of the army in the historian’s essay on page 15.




Case Study B The Battle of Maryang San
The Battle of Maryang San was an attack by the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment, with support from British battalions between 3–7 October 1951. It was designed to gain control of an area of high ground from Chinese defenders, about 80 kilometres north-east of Seoul.
Look at this painting of the area.
1.	Describe the area.
2.	What advantages would this terrain give the defenders on the heights?
3.	What problems would it give the attackers?
4.	The attack was spread over five days. What problems would that cause for the attackers?
Source 5B.1 The terrain

Ivor Hele, Hill 317 (1952, oil on canvas, 1047 mm x 1199 mm, AWM ART40314)
Here is a map of the battle:
Source 5B.2 The Battle of Maryang San

Out in the Cold: Australia’s involvement in the Korean War, Australian War Memorial, www.awm.gov.au/exhibitions/korea/operations/maryang_san/, accessed 30 June 2016.
5.	The map shows the progress of the four Australian Companies of 3 RAR: A, B, C and D. Describe what each company did.
Now look at this evidence from some participants to test some of your answers above, and to understand what the fighting was like for the men involved.

Evidence from participants
Source 5B.3 Lt Col Frank Hassett
It was a nightmarish situation: pitch dark at the beginning, blanketed by river fog from first light to about 1100 hours; broken, rough country — a maze of hills, ridges and re-entrants, thickly timbered and with heavy undergrowth.
The soldiers weighed down with equipment — unable to see any distance ahead, not knowing when they would hit the enemy and listening to the crash of shells and sounds of battle.
It was a navigational nightmare but a tactical Godsend.
In R Sutton (ed.), The Korean War 1950–1953, Proceedings of the RUSI of NSW Seminar, 4 November 1992, United Service Vol. 46, No. 3, pp. 13–47.
Source 5B.4 Lt Jim Hughes
A shortage of ammunition prevailed — despite good fire control — and we were plagued with the problem of evacuating casualties …
During the night the Chinese attacked three times on our front and flanks. We were ably supported by our artillery, mortars and [machine guns]. Defensive [artillery bombardments] were frequently fired and walked in towards our perimeter. The enemy was tenacious and crawled to within feet of our trenches to throw stick grenades — which were quickly thrown back. Grenades were the only answer to those who got so close, as they were able to get under the fire of our light machine guns, because of the lie of the land. That said, I am convinced that our [machine guns] saved us with their effective fire. Our machine gunners learned to fire a burst and then duck for cover as the Chinese attempted to knock them out. 
Ibid.
Source 5B.5 Lt Col Frank Hassett
There was a weary voice on the other set. Nicholls seemed unclear about the task, though to me it seemed straightforward enough. As we talked I began to appreciate fully that Nicholls and his Company had been on the go for some 60 [hours], fighting and moving, for the most part in the van [the vanguard or forward troops of an advance], and had very little rest in the 48 hours preceding that. There was no question of Nicholl’s keenness to fight, he already had one MC [Military Cross] from World War II and was to win another. I thought he was temporarily bushed. There is a limit to human endurance. The signs are there when good men begin to do the wrong thing or fail to react effectively.
Bob Breen, The Battle of Maryang San, 3rd Battalion, the Royal Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment Korea, 2–8 October 1951, Headquarters Training Command, Australian Army, Canberra, ACT, 2nd edition, 1994, p. 45.
Source 5B.6 The official historian of Australia in the Korea War
In this action 3RAR had won one of the most impressive victories achieved by any Australian battalion. In five days of heavy fighting 3RAR dislodged a numerically superior enemy from a position of great strength … The victory of Maryang San is probably the greatest single feat of the Australian Army during the Korean War.
Robert O’Neill, Australia in the Korean War 1950–53. Volume II: Combat Operations, Australian War Memorial and the Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, ACT, 1985, p. 200.
6.	Add any information to your summary table on page 52.
You can find more information about the role of the army in the historian’s essay on page 15.

Case Study C The Battle of The Hook
The Hook, also known as the Battle of Samichon, was a battle fought just before the armistice of July 1953. 
It was fought in an area 60 km north of Seoul, and was in that part of the UN Command front line across the Korean peninsula at the 38th parallel that was being manned by the British Commonwealth Division. This included 2 RAR and 3 RAR, and the US 1st Marine Division.
Source 5C.1 The front line at 27 July 1953 extending 250 kms across the Korean peninsula

Ryebuck Media
The British Commonwealth Division troops were located in the hills overlooking the river flats from which the enemy forces would attack.


Source 5C.2 Area in front of Australian defensive position at The Hook after attacks had been repulsed

AWM 157724
Source 5C.3 Chinese evacuating the bodies of their dead after attacks on The Hook

AWM P02076.001
Source 5C.4 Trench lines at The Hook (1)

AWM 157714


Source 5C.5 Trench lines at The Hook (2)

AWM 157821
1.	What do the five sources tell you about the geography of the area?
2.	Why might The Hook be valuable to a defender?
3.	What clues do you see in these photographs that tell you about the nature of the battle? Think especially about the water-filled holes in sources 5C.2 and 5C.3.
The attack on The Hook was part of a last-ditch effort by the Chinese to occupy strategically valuable high ground. Whoever controlled The Hook had a dominating view towards the Imjin River 4 kilometres to the south, providing observation and fields of fire over this route towards Seoul. If it had been lost the UN Command would have been forced to retreat 8 kilometres to the next defendable line. With a ceasefire imminent, whoever held The Hook held a valuable position.
The Chinese sent mass waves of attackers forward into both the Australian and American defences. New Zealand and British artillery and British tanks rained shells on them, and the defending soldiers poured mortars, rifle and machine-gun fire into them. Many attackers made it to the Australians’ trenches, and there was fierce close-quarter fighting.
Despite their strategic position and supporting artillery, as always the fight was determined partly by the extraordinary bravery of individuals. Here are some outstanding examples:
Source 5C.6 Cpl Maguire and Pte Kent
That night 3 Company sent out a four-man reconnaissance patrol to Green Finger Ridge, immediately to the north. The Chinese ambushed the patrol, killing Private F.C. McDonnell. Next night another D Company patrol was ambushed in the same area. The patrol commander, Corporal T.W. Maguire was seriously wounded, but his Bren gunner, Private G.E. Kent, counter-attacked. Kent charged into the Chinese, and although they responded with grenades and small arms fire, he put them to rout. He killed two and wounded another two, firing until his ammunition ran out. While Kent was reloading, the Chinese fired back, hitting him in several places. The Chinese, however, had already decided to withdraw and did not attempt to press home any attack. Maguire directed artillery fire onto the Chinese withdrawal route and then organised the evacuation of his group. Both Maguire and Kent, who had also been together in the patrol clash of the previous night, were awarded the Military Medal for their bravery.
Robert O’Neill, Australia in the Korean War 1950-53. Volume II: Combat Operations, Australian War Memorial 
and the Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, ACT, 1985, p. 276.


Source 5C.7 Pte McAuliffe
Private J.M. McAuliffe, who had been a member of a D Company forward patrol that night, was awarded the Military Medal for his bravery in taking command of a patrol under enemy attack while the patrol commander, Lance Corporal 
L. Hayden, organised the evacuation of five men wounded by a Chinese patrol. Hayden covered their movement by running forward, firing on the Chinese with his Owen gun. When they were out of immediate danger, he ran, under fire and exposed to the full view of the enemy by the light of many flares, to a nearby knoll and shouted back to his company for stretcher bearers to take the wounded further back. Once they had been evacuated, Hayden and three others held their forward position for another seven hours, despite continuous mortar and artillery fire. Hayden was mentioned in dispatches for leadership, determination and utter disregard for his own safety.
McAuliffe was seriously wounded later that night but throughout the action played a major part in holding off the Chinese and distracting their attention from Hayden.
Ibid., p. 278.
Source 5C.8 Cpl Slater and Cpl Youngman
During the Chinese bombardment of C Company, Corporal J.B. Slater, the company signals NCO, worked continuously in the open, at great risk, to restore broken telephone lines, enabling vital communications to be maintained between command posts and forward observation posts. He was mentioned in dispatches, together with a cook, Corporal D.A.W. Youngman, who kept his kitchen in operation all night, maintaining a supply of sustenance to the defenders, despite damage from intense shelling. Youngman slept for only four hours in forty-eight during this phase of the battle.
Ibid., p. 279.
2 RAR casualties were 5 killed and 24 wounded during the final assaults at The Hook. An estimated 2000–3000 Chinese were killed, mainly by artillery.
One day after the end of the battle the ceasefire came into effect.
4.	Add any information to your summary table on page 52.
You can find more information about the role of the army in the historian’s essay on page 15.

Case Study D Roles of the Royal Australian Air Force

Ivor Hele, Return of the Meteor Jets, Kimpo, Korea (1953, oil on hardboard, 78.5 x 122 cm, AWM ART40304)
The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) was part of the Australian war effort in the Korean War.
1.	What roles would you expect an air force to play in the war? List them.
2.	An air force obviously needs pilots to fly the planes, but what other occupations would be needed to support the pilots and the planes? List those you can think of.
3.	Now look at these images of the RAAF in the Korean War. Identify which roles and occupations they illustrate.

Source 5D.1 

AWM HOBJ0990

Source 5D.2 

AWM JK0394





Source 5D.3 
AWM JK0891
Source 5D.4 
AWM 083858
Source 5D.5

AWM JK0351

Source 5D.6

AWM P01813.497
Source 5D.7 
AWM P00337.009
4.	Add any information to your summary table on page 52.
You can find more information about the role of the RAAF in the historian’s essay on page 15.



Case Study E  Roles of the Royal Australian Navy

Frank Norton, Night Illumination, HMAS Warramunga (1952, oil on canvas on plywood, 40.5 x 45.6 cm, AWM ART40007)
There were nine different ships, but three different types of ships of the Royal Australian Navy (RAN), that served in the Korean War.
There was an aircraft carrier: HMAS Sydney

HMAS Sydney, c.1953  
AWM 301418



There were destroyers:
HMAS Warramunga
HMAS Anzac
HMAS Bataan
HMAS Tobruk

HMAS Tobruk, c.1956
AWM 044240


There were frigates:
HMAS Culgoa
HMAS Condamine
HMAS Shoalhaven
HMAS Murchison

HMAS Murchison, 1952
AWM 044748


1.	Look at the three examples of these ships above. What are the main differences between them?
2.	What roles do you think these ships would play in a war?
Look at the descriptions of the war history of three of these ships and answer the questions that follow.
A HMAS Sydney
HMAS Sydney saw active service in Korean waters between October 1951 and January 1952, and again between November 1953 and January 1954.
It carried three types of aircraft:
•	Sea Furies of 805 Squadron and 808 Squadron, 
•	Fireflies of 817 Squadron, and 
•	a Dragonfly helicopter on loan from the US Navy.
The 34 aeroplanes flew 2366 sorties, and 13 aircraft were lost to enemy fire, deck accidents and rough weather. 
The sorties included reconnaissance, support of land troops, naval gunfire spotting, and combat air patrols. Most attacks were on enemy lines of communication — tunnels, bridges and buildings. This disruption helped confine the enemy’s supply movements to night-time, which made their task more difficult.
A carrier had few weapons for self-protection, so had to rely on a ‘screen’ of other warships ahead, behind and beside it to provide protection against enemy aircraft. For a carrier to launch its planes it always had to manoeuvre to be sailing into the wind. This meant that all the screening ships also had to be able to manoeuvre to maintain the four-sided protection.


3.	Look at these two images. What do they show of the difficulties that carrier-based aircraft faced?

Source 5E.1 Snow and ice on the deck of HMAS Sydney off Korea, January 1952

AWM P01838.014

Source 5E.2 HMAS Sydney in Korean waters 
1951–52

Ray Honisett, HMAS Sydney in Korean Waters,1951–52 (1973–75, oil on canvas, 121.9 x 182.9 cm, AWM ART28077)


4.	Add any information to your summary table.
B HMAS Warramunga
Source 5E.3 HMAS Warramunga firing at a coastal target
   
Royal Australian Navy

HMAS Warramunga had two operational tours between 1950–51 and 1952.
The UN naval force had three great advantages in its Korea-related missions: the enemy did not have a fleet, nor submarines, and there were no enemy planes other than the fighter planes, which only operated over land.
Here is a summary of the roles played during the first tour of HMAS Warramunga from September 1950 to September 1951:
•	Screening of aircraft carriers in their tasks of air strikes, spotting and reconnaissance, and bombardment of shore targets
•	Participating in the amphibious landing of troops at Inchon
•	Escorting an American dredger
•	Enforcing a blockade off the north-west coast of Korea
•	Evacuating UN forces from Chinnampo
•	Bombarding enemy coastal positions
•	Conducting coastal harassing fire


•	Attacking enemy troops that had captured a UN intelligence party
•	Bombarding the coast
•	Blockading restricted shipping
•	Assisting Korean patrols
•	Protecting minesweepers
•	Patrolling the coast
•	Conducting surveillance
5.	Add any information to your summary table on page 52.
C HMAS Murchison on the Han River
HMAS Murchison was engaged in what was probably the most dangerous task of any of the Australian ships in the Korean War: the operations in the Han River estuary.
Source 5E.4 HMAS Murchison in the Han River estuary, September 1951

Based on the animation of the engagement at www.korean-war.commemoration.gov.au/china-intervenes-in-korean-war/hmas-murchison-in-the-han-river.php .


The task of HMAS Murchison was to sail up the river and bombard the enemy forces near the coast.
The area was poorly charted, and was narrow and shallow, with shifting currents and sandbars, and many mud flats. All this meant that if the Murchison had to change direction it could only do so by dropping its anchor and letting the current swing it round. While it was doing this it was virtually a stationary target for any potential enemy fire.
The planners did not know that there were enemy artillery and infantry hidden on the west bank of the mouth of the Yesong River, and when Murchison reached its bombardment point, it came under heavy attack.
Source 5E.5 Gunners aboard HMAS Murchison
[image: ]AWM P03069.001
6.	Mark the location of the enemy on the map on the previous page.
The Murchison had to exercise the emergency manoeuvre, and was hit several times by enemy infantry fire, but fortunately not by the artillery, before escaping to safety.
You can see an animated recreation of this manoeuvring at www.korean-war.commemoration.gov.au/china-intervenes-in-korean-war/hmas-murchison-in-the-han-river.php .
7.	Add any information to your summary table on page 52.
You can find more information about the role of the RAN in the historian’s essay on page 15.


Case Study F The system of medical care
A key element in the war was the care of the wounded and ill.
Casualties had to be taken from the point of battle and sent through a process that would see them being treated in hospitals. For the Korean War these hospitals were in Japan.
Look at this series of photographs. There are six photographs showing different stages of the process of evacuating and treating the wounded. 
1.	Your task is to identify which different stage is shown in each photograph, and to draw connecting lines that show the sequence of events. In this way you are creating a flow chart of the medical process in the war.
2.	Add any information to your summary table on page 52.

Source 5F.1 
[image: ]
AWM HOBJ2082

Source 5F.2
[image: ]
AWM DUKJ3856
Source 5F.3 
[image: ]
AWM JK0379




Source 5F.4
[image: ]
AWM P02044.006
Source 5F.5
[image: ]
AWM P00573.005
Source 5F.6

AWM P00675.088


Among the bravest of people in the war were the members of the Field Ambulance who were stretcher bearers. They were often exposed to enemy fire as they helped bring in the wounded. You have read about some of these people in Investigations 4 and 5.
Another group of medical personnel in Korea was the nurses — from the Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps  (RAANC), and the Royal Australian Air Force Nursing Service (RAAFNS). The Royal Australian Nursing Service (RAANS) became the RAANC in 1951. Most were in a military hospital in Japan, but several of them were periodically based in Seoul to oversee the transfer of the casualties from there to Japan by air.
Look at the following extracts from interviews with RAANC and RAAFNS nurses, and answer the questions that follow.
Source 5F.7 Extracts from accounts from Australian Korean War nurses
Nursing in difficult conditions
Sister Nellie Espie, RAANC
But we had some sick boys there. I always remember a Kiwi with malaria, had temperature of a hundred and seven. We didn’t think he’d survive and of course we didn’t have any air conditioning, it was summer time and we didn’t have any air conditioning or anything like that. And we had him on the bed on a macintosh, and stripped him off with a bath tub at the end with the macintosh down into it where the water can run and we’d just spray him with a watering can to cool him down and eventually we did. But there was nothing much we could do for him there with those facilities. A temperature of a hundred and seven, it’s a wonder he survived. But he did, he was a tough little fella.
Nellie Espie, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 1780 transcript at 04:27:00–28:00, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.
[image: ]
A group of Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC) sisters in Kure, Japan.
AWM LEEJ0007


Treating casualties 
Sister Nellie Espie, RAANC 
Well the ones that came from Korea a lot of them were broken legs and limbs, … gunshot wounds and chest wounds. There were a lot of chest wounds, and also a lot of burns cases. Because in the winter time there in Korea it is a wicked place, cold. The boys say the socks used to freeze on their feet in their boots … and of course they’d make these home made heating systems in their hootchies and their dug outs and … of course there’d be the odd accident where one would blow up and they’d get these dreadful burns. And so they were very painful things, burns.
Ibid., at 05:39:30–40:00.
Sister Betty Lawrence, RAANC
The sense of duty was overwhelming, and that meant more than politics. After a long twelve-hour shift you could be called back on duty, especially as a theatre sister. Nurses quickly became forthright, resilient people who could quickly bring calm to a chaotic situation by sorting out the wounded. And it’s not easy to sort out wounded – triage, as it’s called  – because you cannot allow your personal feelings to come into it. You might think, ‘Oh, he’s a young soldier, he’s an older one, he hasn’t got very many wounds but that one’s got a lot of wounds.’ You have to make the decision on their physical state, not whether you like him or not.
Betty Lawrence, SA Memory. South Australians at War, State Library of South Australia, transcript www.samemory.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?c=4690 at pp. 16–17, accessed 30 June 2016.
Medical Air Evacuation
Sister Patricia Oliver, RAAFNS 
A quick breakfast at the hospital, a Jeep ride to the strip, check the blankets and other equipment on the aircraft for take-off at 0430 hours, for say, on this occasion, Kimpo (K14). In winter the outside air temperature during the flight at 8000 feet or whatever would reach minus many degrees centigrade. The cabin temperature in these unlined Dakotas was freezing, to say the least …  [On arrival in Korea] [t]he wounded were brought down from the MASHs and were held in a hut by the strip. I would do a round with the US Army doctor. If fit enough, the patients were loaded aboard the aircraft for the return trip to Iwakuni. There were certain dangers in transporting wounded in freezing conditions in unpressurised aeroplanes; also questions such as secondary shock had to be considered. The condition of the patients was never ideal for evacuation but it was considered preferable to return them to Japan rather than have them remain in Korea any longer … In the normal course of events, with reasonable traffic conditions on the ground and in the air, we would arrive back at Iwakuni sometime early in the afternoon.
Patricia Oliver, ‘Blue Capes,‘ in Maurie Pears and Fred Kirkland (eds) Korea Remembered, Georges Heights, NSW: Doctrine Wing Combined Arms Training and Development Centre, 2002, p. 387. Courtesy of the Department of Defence Doctrine Wing.
Destruction of war
Sister Grace Halstead, RAAFNS
And then the big day came when I was in Korea, actually resident in Korea and I was picked up by the RAF MO [medical officer] and taken through the streets of Seoul, which of course had had two battles through it and was rubble really more than anything else. Dreadful sights, little children without their legs and some of them shell-shocked and all the houses just you know, rubble again. Little shelters they built out of kerosene tins or anything they could get really. There were very few buildings standing.
Grace Halstead, Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, archive 2593 transcript at 757:22:30–23:00, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, accessed 30 June 2016.


Recognition 
Sister Nathalie Oldham, RAAFNS 
Five children later, while my husband was serving in Vietnam, I returned to nursing as an infant health sister in the ACT and was consulted by a young Korean couple with a baby. The husband was enrolled at the Australian National University. When he said that they came from Seoul, I remarked that I had served there as a nurse during the Korean War. He rose from his seat, bowed deeply and said –Thank you Ma’am – About a fortnight later, they visited again and he presented me with a small, exquisite, hand-woven trinket basket, which I treasure. Despite the passage of over four decades, the Koreans have not forgotten the service and sacrifice given by Australians.
Nathalie Wittmann, ‘Wot‘s Up, Doc?‘ in Maurie Pears and Fred Kirkland (eds) Korea Remembered, Georges Heights, NSW: Doctrine Wing Combined Arms Training and Development Centre, 2002, p. 393. Courtesy of the Department of Defence Doctrine Wing.
Sister Betty Lawrence, RAANC
People at home in Australia were almost completely unaware of our existence. The nurses were continuing a tradition begun by a small group of Australian women during the Boer War, but like other Korean veterans returned home to a resounding silence. When I went to the dedication of the Nurses’ Memorial … I had my medals on, and John Howard said, ‘I was not aware there were women in Korea.’ But Her Majesty the Queen, when she came to South Australia in 1954 and I was in the reception that they gave at the Wayville Showgrounds – they had a big parade thing there – and there was a special section for the ex-service people and I was there, I was one of the people who had to represent nurses, and she came to me and she said, ‘It is very pleasing to see a lady wearing the Korean Medal’. It was the Commonwealth one that we got. She said, ‘I was not aware until quite recently that my very first medal would be worn by a woman’. It was the first medal she struck.
Betty Lawrence, SA Memory. South Australians at War, State Library of South Australia, transcript www.samemory.sa.gov.au/site/page.cfm?c=4690 at p. 17, accessed 30 June 2016.
3.	What qualities might the nurses have needed to undertake their duties in Japan and Korea? 
4.	What were some of the challenges the nurses faced in Korea and Japan?  
5.	Why were there so many burns cases in Korea? Why might the nurses remember those in particular? 
6.	The casualties were evacuated by RAAF aircraft from Korea to the main hospital in Japan. 
What might the advantages of this process have been? What might some of the risks have been? 
7.	Betty Lawrence mentions that she and the other nurses were ‘continuing a tradition’. 
What was this tradition and why might this be important to her? 
8.	Betty Lawrence claims that people in Australia ‘were almost completely unaware of our existence’. Why might this have been the case? 
9.	Add any information to your summary table on page 52.




INVESTIGATION 6
What happened to Australian prisoners of war?
[image: ]
Two RAAF pilots on release from captivity, 1953.
AWM JK0863
Suggestions for teachers
This investigation asks students to think about what they consider appropriate behaviour by and towards prisoners of war by their captors, and then see what happened in reality to a group of Australian prisoners during the Korean War.
It presents the experiences of five prisoners, each of whom was honoured after his release for his exemplary behaviour and resistance to brainwashing and interrogation during his imprisonment.
Students can be asked to explore all five experiences, or each of the five summaries can be allocated to a small group, who report back to the class on what they learn. Each student has a specific set of aspects on which to report.
Once students have learned about the experiences of all five prisoners they can re-visit their original ideas and decide if they would now change any.


What happened to Australian prisoners of war?
During the Korean War, twenty-four Australian soldiers and six Australian airmen were captured and made prisoners of war (POWs). One, Horace Madden, died in captivity, but the remainder all survived and were repatriated to Australia. You can see a list of their names on page 77.
Before the Korean War, the most recent Australian POW experience was during the Second World War, when more than 8000 Australians were prisoners of the Germans or Italians, and more than 22,000 were prisoners of the Japanese.


Four Australian POWs after their release. Left to right: Pte R Parker, Pte A Poole, Pte D Buck and Pte V O’Brien.
AWM 148561

The experience of the prisoners of the Japanese was generally horrific. Most were treated brutally and harshly. Many were forced to work as slave labour for the Japanese war effort, including about 9500 who helped build the Burma–Thailand Railway. This project had a high death rate among Allied prisoners and also among Asians who were forced to work on the line. More than 2600 Australians died on the railway from malnutrition, beatings and disease. Over 8000 prisoners 
of the Japanese overall — nearly one in three — lost their lives in captivity.

This experience would have been in the minds of those captured in the Korean War. Australia was a signatory to the Geneva Convention of 1948, which regulated the treatment of prisoners of war, but North Korea and China were not. Would the Japanese experience be repeated?
The key focuses of this investigation are: ‘How were Australian POWs treated by their North Korean and Chinese captors?’ and ‘How did Australian POWs respond to their situations?’
1.	Here are some statements about what expectations you might have, both of the prisoners, and also of their captors.
Record what you think. You will be able to return to these answers at the end and see if you would make any changes.

Prisoners of war 					         

	Statement about POWs – 
they should:
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not 
sure

	Try to escape
	
	
	

	Not do work that helps their captors
	
	
	

	Refuse to co-operate
	
	
	

	Do what is necessary to survive
	
	
	

	Set an example for others
	
	
	

	Try to harm the enemy war effort
	
	
	

	Try to ‘convert’ the enemy
	
	
	




Their captors
	Statement about their captors – they should:
	Agree
	Disagree
	Not sure

	Give appropriate medical treatment
	
	
	

	Not physically abuse prisoners
	
	
	

	Not try to indoctrinate them
	
	
	

	Not interrogate them
	
	
	

	Not punish them if they try to escape
	
	
	

	Feed them appropriately
	
	
	

	Treat the prisoners only sufficiently well for survival because there is a war on
	
	
	





Australian prisoners of war in the Korean War
	Rank
	Name
	Unit
	Date of capture
	Date of release

	Flying Officer
	Bruce Lachlan Thomson
	77 Sqn
	December 1951
	September 1953

	Flying Officer
	Donald William Pinkstone
	77 Sqn
	 June 1953
	September 1953

	Wing Commander
	Vance Drummond
	77 Sqn
	December 1951
	1953

	Group Captain
	Gordon Ronald Harvey
	77 Sqn
	January 1951
	August 1953

	Private
	Thomas Henry John Hollis
	3 RAR
	21 January 1951
	Released on cessation of hostilities 

	Corporal
	Donald Pattison Buck
	3 RAR
	21 January 1951
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Corporal
	Lawrence Edward Buckland
	3 RAR
	21 January 1951
	9 February 1951

	Private
	Edward George Light
	3 RAR
	21 January 1951
	9 February 1951

	Lieutenant
	Angus Peter McDonald
	3 RAR AAUK
	21 January 1951
	9 February 1951

	Private
	John Houston Mackay
	3 RAR
	25 January 1951
	23 April 1953

	Private
	Keith Roy Gwyther
	3 RAR
	24 April 1951
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	Horace William Madden
	3 RAR
	24 April 1951
	Died 9 November 1951 while POW

	Private
	Robert Henry Parker
	3 RAR
	24 April 1951
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Squadron Leader
	Ronald David Guthrie
	77 Sqn
	August 1951
	September 1953

	Flight Lieutenant
	John Thomas Hannan
	77 Sqn
	February 1952
	September 1953

	Private
	Alfred Jacobs
	3 RAR
	14 August 1952
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Brigadier
	Phillip Jamieson Greville
	1 RAR
	23 August 1952
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	Dennis Douglas Condon
	1 RAR
	23 August 1952
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	George Smith
	3 RAR
	14 January 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	Eric Donnelly
	3 RAR
	14 January 1953
	23 April 1953

	Private
	Glen Brown
	3 RAR
	25 January 1953
	23 April 1953

	Private
	John Frederick Davis
	3 RAR
	25 January 1953
	23 April 1953

	Private
	Brian Thomas Davoren
	3 RAR
	25 January 1953
	23 April 1953

	Private
	James McCulloch
	3 RAR
	25 January 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	Vivian Edward O’Brien
	3 RAR
	25 January 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	Anthony Poole
	3 RAR
	25 January 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Corporal
	Edward James Perks
	3 RAR
	26 May 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Lieutenant Colonel
	Charles Peter Yacopetti
	3 RAR
	26 May 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	Fred Speed
	2 RAR
	7 June 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities

	Private
	Colin Montague Tesch
	3 RAR
	25 June 1953
	Released on cessation of hostilities



www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/pow/korea/list.asp, accessed 20 May 2016.Robert O’Neill, Australia in the Korean War 1950-53. Volume II: Combat Operations, Australian War Memorial and the Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, ACT, 1985, pp. 666 and 677.

Five POW case studies
2.	Look at the summaries on pages 79 and 80 of the official experiences of five Australian POWs of the Korean War. They are taken from the reports of investigators who had to decide whether to recommend these men for bravery awards. Read them and summarise what you learn from them about the men’s experience. (You can see two of these men in the photograph on page 76.)
	1 Charles Yacopetti
	2 Donald Buck
	3 Thomas Hollis
	4 Robert Parker
	5 Keith Gwyther

	The conditions in which the man was held

	
	
	
	
	

	The ways in which the man was treated

	
	
	
	
	

	The man’s attitudes towards the enemy

	
	
	
	
	

	The man’s behaviour during captivity


	
	
	
	
	

	The qualities the man showed

	
	
	
	
	



Note that the summaries of the experiences of the prisoners of war on the following pages are taken from official documents in the National Archives of Australia File NAA:A816, 66/301/483 Awards for operational service in Korea – special awards for services in prisoner of war camps in Korea. This file has been digitised and is available from the National Archives of Australia (NAA) website at www.naa.gov.au. Search the collection, Record search, Basic search, Awards for operational service in Korea, 66/301/483 digital copy.

Source 6.1 Lieutenant Charles Yacopetti 3 RAR
•	During an attack he was hit in the arms and legs by enemy fire.
•	He was last seen sitting in a small hole, with his Owen gun loaded and bayonet fixed, ready to fight it out, but was taken prisoner when he lost consciousness.
•	When Chinese soldiers realised he was an officer, he was interrogated, and later left in an open trench. His interrogators also twisted his wounded ankle.
•	Later when the camp was being shelled he crawled out and helped drag in POWs who were wounded during the attack.
•	When the enemy arranged an armistice celebration he gave orders that no POW would take part, but that they could drink a glass of ‘peace wine’. When that was served he proposed a toast to ‘His Majesty’. All POWs complied.
•	Investigator’s evaluation: ‘Through his leadership and courage Lt Yacopetti achieved a high standard of cohesion amongst the POWs with whom he was associated and allowed no liaison with the enemy except through himself’.
(You can see an interview with Charles Yacopetti at Australians at War Film Archive, UNSW, www.australiansatwarfilmarchive.unsw.edu.au, archive number 578, accessed 30 June 2016.)
Source 6.2 Private Thomas Henry John Hollis 3 RAR
•	He was captured as part of a five-man patrol.
•	He was then forced to march over several weeks on a long and arduous march to a camp.
•	He was held there for over a month under very primitive conditions, with a totally inadequate diet of beans and bean powder supplemented only by weeds and grass.
•	Conditions were chaotic and he recognised the necessity for discipline to maintain health and morale, and tried to improve matters.
•	He was moved again, and many of his fellow POWs died of exposure during this move.
•	He was active in organising resistance to Communist indoctrination and suffered considerable maltreatment as a result.
•	He exercised considerable initiative in avoiding Communist efforts to use him for propaganda. 
•	Investigator’s evaluation: ‘His courageous spirit and open hostility to Communism was an inspiring example to his fellow prisoners of war. He contributed valuable information on Communist methods of indoctrination and treatment’.
Source 6.3 Corporal Donald Pattison Buck 3 RAR
•	He was forced on long and arduous marches after capture.
•	He was then held in camp for over a month in very primitive conditions.
•	He was interrogated nearly 300 times during his captivity, on occasion from 0900 hours to 2000 hours.
•	He became a leader in organising resistance to indoctrination and collaboration and in planning escapes.
•	He was beaten frequently over one period of two weeks for suspicion of having organised an escape.
•	He organised another escape, was recaptured, and sent to the ‘sweat box’ [a small punishment cell] to suffer 
ill-treatment.
•	Investigator’s evaluation: ‘He recorded valuable information on Communist methods of interrogation, together with information concerning escape methods. His indomitable courage in the face of terrible hardship, and steadfast refusal to give in to his captors is an inspiring example of loyalty and devotion to duty’.


Source 6.4 Private Robert Parker 3 RAR
•	He served as a motorcycle despatch rider.
•	After capture, he was marched for fourteen days without medical attention and only meagre rations.
•	He was then sent on a ‘death march’ to another camp, but escaped with another Australian.
•	He and partner survived for eleven days on raw vegetables, bran and salt, but after a long chase were recaptured.
•	He organised resistance to indoctrination and collaboration with the enemy and escaped again.
•	He was recaptured after four days and sent to the ‘sweat box’ [a small punishment cell], to suffer extreme ill-treatment.
•	Investigator’s evaluation: ‘He recorded valuable information on Communist methods of interrogation, together with information concerning escape methods. His indomitable courage in the face of terrible hardship, and steadfast refusal to give in to his captors is an inspiring example of loyalty and devotion to duty’.
Source 6.5 Private Keith Roy Gwyther 3 RAR
•	He was taken prisoner 24 April 1951.
•	He suffered long and arduous marches to a camp.
•	He escaped the death march with another prisoner.
•	He was recaptured and jailed for a month under appalling conditions, became debilitated.
•	He was active in the organisation of resistance to indoctrination and in planning escapes.
•	He created compasses, maps, rations, equipment.
•	He escaped but was recaptured and was sent to the ‘sweat box’ [a small punishment cell] for a month, to suffer savage ill-treatment, during which time he was denied medical treatment for ear trouble and dysentery.
•	Investigator’s evaluation: ‘His indomitable courage in the face of terrible hardship and steadfast refusal to give in to his captors was an inspiring example of loyalty and devotion to duty’.
  3.	These five men were all given awards for their behaviour as prisoners. What parts of their behaviour do you think were valued?
  4.	Most Australian POWs were not given awards. Can we conclude that they were not treated as badly as those who were given awards?
  5.	Can we conclude that they did not behave well as POWs? Explain your ideas.
  6.	Why do you think the communists tried to brainwash their prisoners?
  7.	What do you think were the worst aspects of being a POW?
  8.	Look at this assessment of the experience of the POWs: 
The Australian prisoners of war in Korea missed a great portion of the active service of their units but, while in captivity, fought battles of their own with great honour and individual courage unsurpassed by any unit operation. Not many of us have experienced the terror and pain of interrogation while wounded and separated from our comrades. The battle honour, ‘Prisoner of War Korea’, is carried by the regiment not on the Colours but in the hearts of our serving soldiers.
Out in the Cold: Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, ACT, 2000, p. 82.
Based on what you have read, do you agree with this comment? Explain your views.
  9.	The Anzac tradition is built on the qualities of Australian troops as fighting soldiers. Can POWs be part of the Anzac tradition? Explain your views.
10.	Look back at your initial ideas about the behaviour of POWs and their captors. Would you now change any of these? 


Private Horace Madden was the only Australian POW who died in captivity during the Korean War. He was awarded the George Cross, the second highest military award, posthumously. Here are two photographs of Private Madden, and a portrait of him by an Official War Artist.

Source 6.6 Three images of Private Madden
  
[image: ]
Private Horace Madden, 1941.
AWM 118147
[image: ]


Bruce Fletcher, Private Horace Madden (1968, oil on canvas on hardboard, 76.3 x 63.5 cm, AWM ART407
Private Horace Madden, 1947.
AWM P02580.001

INVESTIGATION 7
Did the Korean War have an impact on the Australian home front?


Mick Armstrong cartoon, The Argus, 27 November 1950, p. 2.
Suggestions for teachers
This investigation asks students to consider the extent to which the Australian people were actually engaged and involved with the Korean War. 
This is explored through evidence and information about four aspects of the home front experience:
•	personal involvement 
— through direct contact with the soldiers and nurses who were in Korea,
•	economic involvement 
— through changes to the economy and their impacts on people’s own lives,
•	the nature and reporting of the war 
— through the way the war was being fought and reported, and
•	opposition to the war 
— which might have acted as a way of organising people to protest.
Students can work through all the evidence individually, or they could be allocated the set of evidence for one of the four aspects above, and be asked to report on that to the class.
At the end of the investigation students will be able to make their own informed judgement about the impact of the war on the home front.


Did the Korean War have an impact on the Australian home front?
An important aspect of investigating any war is discovering what happened on the ‘home front’ — that is, the degree to which the war affected and engaged people in Australia.
If you have studied the Australian experience of the First World War (1914–1918) you will know that the country was very divided — many people placed winning the war as their main priority, and much else had to be sacrificed to achieve that. Others believed that the war was undermining their standard of living and rights, and that these were more important to protect than giving so much to the war effort. People became particularly bitterly divided when they were asked on two occasions, in 1916 and 1917, to vote on whether or not the government should be able to conscript men to fight overseas.
The Second World War (1939–1945) was different. In this war, especially after the entry of the Japanese in December 1941, the war was closer to Australia, and people on the home front were willing to give an ‘all in’ effort in a way that was not true for the First World War.
What about Korea? How did people react to the war? Did people believe that Australians should be involved, or not? Did the war unite the community, as in the Second World War, or did it divide it, as in the First World War? Or was there a different type of reaction? 
Your task is to look at four aspects of society during the Korean War, and decide what they are telling you about people’s involvement in and engagement with the Korean War. 
The four aspects to explore are:
•	personal involvement — through direct contact with the soldiers and nurses who were in Korea,
•	economic involvement — through changes to the economy and their impacts on people’s own lives,
•	the nature and reporting of the war — through the way the war was being fought and reported, and
•	opposition to the war — which might have acted as a way of organising people to protest.
At the end of the investigation you will be able to describe and explain what the Korean War meant for the Australian home front.
Personal involvement
During the three years 1950–1953 of the Korean War, more than 17,000 Australians served in some way in Korea, resulting in 340 deaths and 30 men becoming POWs. Over 1200 men became casualties. Australia’s population was just over eight million.
1.	Most Australians would have had no direct contact with anyone who was involved in the war in Korea. What impact would you expect that to have on people’s involvement with the war?
Here is an example of the impact of the war on one individual:
Source 7.1 The impact of the war on June White
Korea was little publicised in day-to-day living. I can remember being at a party at my sister’s house and a woman asked me where my husband was that night. When I told her he was in Korea she asked me what he was doing in that country!
The worst part of the time was the loneliness and lack of knowledge of what was happening to my man on the other side of the world. There was no contact with the Army or other Army wives. All I could find out was from the daily newspapers.
June White in Out in the Cold: Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, ACT, 2000, p. 75.
2.	Does this confirm or challenge your answer to question 1?


At the end of the Second World War the decision was made to disband the Australian Women’s Auxiliary Services. Only a few years later, in July 1950 – with the emerging threat of the Cold War – Cabinet approved the reformation of women’s services. The creation of the Women’s Royal Australian Army Corps (WRAAC), and the Women’s Royal Australian Naval Service (WRANS) and the Women’s Royal Australian Air Force (WRAAF) marked a new era in the history of Australian women’s military service.
While these organisations provided the opportunity for women to pursue a career in the military, this was limited by certain restrictions and conditions. Women did not receive equal pay and until the late 1960s married women were not permitted to remain in the services. The types of jobs deemed ‘suitable’ for women were also restricted. In the WRAAF, for instance, typists, office workers, cooks and drivers were not allowed to fly. Members of the WRAAF and WRAAC were not permitted to serve overseas and the WRANS were not allowed to serve at sea. The exception to this restriction within the women’s services was the nurses of the Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC), and the Royal Australian Air Force Nursing Service (RAAFNS).
During the Korean War and in the post-armistice period, more than 200 members of the RAANC and the RAAFNS cared for casualties in British Commonwealth Hospitals in Japan. Around fifty of those women also served in Korea. The RAAFNS sisters played an important role in the medical evacuation of casualties from Korea to Japan, while the RAANC sisters stabilised casualties at the hospital in Seoul in preparation for their evacuation.
3.	In the Second World War, enlistment in the women’s military services offered a new role to over 60,000 women, creating links with much of the total population. How would the small number of women engaged in military service during the Korean War influence popular involvement with the war?
National Service was introduced in Australia in 1951. In this, Australian men aged eighteen had to register for service, and were committed to ninety-eight days of continuous training followed by seventy-eight days in the Citizen Military Forces. National Servicemen could not be sent overseas to fight. The scheme was generally accepted by the public, but put a great strain on the regular forces, which were required to provide training. Military officials believed that it therefore weakened the combat readiness of those services, and it was abandoned in 1959.
4.	Do you think the number of men involved in the military was extensive enough to create engagement with the war on the home front? Explain your reasons.
5.	What is happening in this cartoon?
Source 7.2 A newspaper cartoon

A cartoon by Mick Armstrong, The Argus, 27 November 1950, p. 2. State Library of Victoria.

6.	The newspaper headline for the cartoon ‘Beach Scene’ reads: MUST AUSTRALIANS FREEZE IN KOREA. What is the irony of this headline?
7.	What point is the cartoonist making about Australians’ awareness of and empathy for Australian soldiers in Korea?
8.	From the evidence of personal involvement, would you say the Korean War had a large, moderate or small personal impact on the Australian home front?
Economic involvement
In 1950, the United States bought as much wool as it could from Australia to use in manufacturing winter clothes for its troops. This demand did not immediately lead to an increase in the production of wool, because farmers needed a long lead-time to raise more sheep. What the purchase did, however, was to increase the price of wool. The price of Australian wool rose 143 per cent between July 1950 and March 1951, and nearly all was exported. 
Increased exports from a country influence that country’s terms of trade. If a country’s terms of trade are greater than 100, then there is more money coming into the country than leaving it. The situation is one of capital accumulating.
Source 7.3 Australia’s terms of trade 1871–2009

Terms of Trade (relative price of exports in terms of imports) 1871–2010 (indexed to 1966–67 = 100) Simon Ville and Glenn Withers (eds), The Cambridge Economic History of Australia, Cambridge University Press, Melbourne, Vic, 2015, p. 483.
 9.	What happened to Australia’s terms of trade during the Korean War?
10.	How might increased income to wool growers benefit other people in rural and metropolitan communities?
11.	How long did the ‘wool boom’ last? Suggest why.
12.	From this evidence, would you say the war had a large, moderate or small economic impact on the Australian home front?


The nature and reporting of the war
A major international war can be expected to have a significant impact on society if it is a focus of daily interest and concern.
The initial period of the war involved the loss of most of South Korea’s territory and then spectacular gains that took United Nations forces almost to North Korea’s frontier with China. The situation soon changed to being a war of stalemate rather than of movement. You can see an outline of the progress of the war over time in Fact file 2 and the essay on the war in Fact file 6.
Look at this summary of some of the features of the Australian reporting of the war.
Source 7.4 The reporting of the Korean War in Australia
•	Almost all Australian daily newspapers supported the war.
•	Initially there were many journalists reporting the war.
•	Newspaper editors wanted to send their own journalists and their own photographers, but the Australian Government imposed a ‘group system’ of limiting the number of journalists authorised to report on the war. The editors resented this. They also had to rely mainly on official military photographers.
•	The journalists who were there found that communications equipment was almost non-existent, making it difficult to get their stories home in a timely manner.
•	Journalists’ reports were often subject to United States censors, who often censored criticisms of the Americans and South Koreans.
•	By mid-1951 there were few journalists, because editors decided that the static war was not sufficiently exciting for readers, and gave preference in the newspapers to local news.
•	Newspaper owners were under economic pressure to reduce expenditure at a time of inflation, and the cost of sending and maintaining journalists in Korea was considered too great. Even when the Australian Government developed a scheme to pay part of the cost there were few editors who took advantage of it.
Adapted from Fay Anderson and Richard Trembath, Witness to war. The history of Australian conflict reporting, Melbourne University Press, Parkville, Vic, 2011, pp. 209–22.
13.	What impact would these factors have on people’s knowledge and awareness of the Australian war effort in Korea?
14.	From this evidence, would you say the war engaged people on the home front to a large, moderate or small degree?


Opposition to the war
Other ways in which a war can have an impact on society are if it comes to involve large segments of the population, if it becomes controversial, or both, as happened with the First World War and the Vietnam War. 
The main potential sources of active opposition to the Korean War were the Communist Party of Australia, the more left-wing trade unions, and the peace movement.
The Communist Party of Australia opposed the war. In 1950, Prime Minister Robert Menzies had made membership of the party illegal. This was challenged in the High Court as unconstitutional, and the government’s decision was overturned. Menzies then called a referendum in 1951 to authorise changes to the Australian Constitution that would allow the government to legally ban the party. The referendum was defeated, but the focus of the Communist Party was on fighting for its survival rather than leading anti-war movements.
Officials of individual trade unions, including the seamen’s union, the waterside workers, and miners, all opposed the war, but did little to try to interrupt supplies going to it from Australia. Many individual members did not agree with their leaders, and supported the war. The main union body, the Australian Council of Trade Unions, passed a motion early in the war that ‘the attack on South Korea was to be condemned and North Korea … classed as an aggressor nation’. 
Quoted in Richard Trembath, A Different Sort of War: Australians in Korea 1950–53, Australian Scholarly Publishing, Melbourne, Vic, 2005, p. 56.
The organised peace movement in Australia was small in size, had few followers, and had little influence. It was also closely associated with communist organisations, so had little broad appeal to the ordinary person. One of the peace movement’s major organisers, the activist Jessie Street, was living in Britain from 1950 to 1956, so there was no dynamic leadership. 
15.	From this evidence would you say that the Korean War divided Australia, united it, or had little impact on it?
16.	The Korean War has been called ‘the forgotten war’. Create a short set of questions about the main facts and features of the war that you have learned through your work with this resource and conduct a survey to test what your family and friends know about it. 
Bringing it together
17.	You now have a good knowledge and understanding of the impact of the Korean War on the Australian home front. Write a paragraph for a Year 10 textbook that summarises what you have discovered.

INVESTIGATION 8
What impacts did the war have on returning soldiers?

A father reunites with his family.
State Library of Victoria H2001.200/2846
Suggestions to teachers
This investigation considers two major impacts of the Korean War on those Australians who served: the frequently-held attitude that their service has been forgotten or undervalued, and the health effects of their service.
This is a short investigation that all students can explore to understand more about the men and women in their community who were part of the Korean War.


What impacts did the war have on returning soldiers?
Soon after the armistice was signed, most men and women serving in Korea were repatriated to Australia. 
Many books and articles, films and interviews refer to Korea as the ‘forgotten war’, meaning that there is a sense in which the participants feel that their service has not been acknowledged or valued by Australian society.
We also know that service in wars can affect the surviving troops physically and emotionally, not only at the time of war, but afterwards.
This investigation looks at ways in which veterans feel that they may have been forgotten or undervalued by society, and the ways in which their service has affected their health. 
Were the soldiers ‘forgotten’?
Look at this cartoon.
1.	Who are the two characters?
2.	What is the message of the cartoon?
Source 8.1 The Almost Unknown Soldier

Ted Scorfield cartoon, The Bulletin, 8 April 1953, p. 7.
There were many public parades on the return of units from Korea.
Source 8.2 Two parades of Korean veterans


3.	Why would there be parades of returning soldiers?


State Library of Victoria H2002.199/3757A
Parade of personnel from HMA ships Sydney, Tobruk and Murchison in Sydney, 1952. AWM 304621


Read the following extract from historian Richard Trembath:
Source 8.3 3 RAR and returning to Australia
It appears that the men of 3 RAR, who were replaced on an individual rather than unit basis, were a special case, missing out on the sense of unity and celebration which other formations enjoyed when they marched from the docks upon their return. In another way too they were often the victims of improved technology and transport. Just as we have seen that many members of 3 RAR had enjoyed the novelty of flying to war, so they often enjoyed the pleasures of air travel upon their return. Finally, even if they ended up returning in large groups, departure from the war zone could commence with small formations, leaving at different times. 
Richard Trembath, A different sort of war: Australians in Korea 1950–53, Australian Scholarly Publishing, Melbourne, Vic, 2005, p.169.
4.	Richard Trembath gives two main reasons why some members of 3 RAR did not take part in a march on their return to Australia. What are the reasons? 
5.	How might this have influenced the veterans’ perception of recognition by the Australian public? 
6.	List any other reasons why participation in the Korean War may have been less well known in Australia than other wars? 
7.	Why might a parade be emotionally important to some veterans?
Veterans who had served in the war were eligible to wear a United Nations medal, and a British Commonwealth medal, but no specifically Australian medal. It was not until 1997 that the government authorised the wearing of the Australian Active Service Medal with the clasp ‘Korea’.
8.	What does a medal symbolise? What may the absence of a medal symbolise to soldiers who have taken part in a war, conflict or peace-keeping operation?
9.	Do you think that veterans of the Korean War have reason to feel that their service was undervalued in the past? Explain your reasons. In doing so you should also take into account what you have discovered in Investigation 7 on the home front.
Source 8.4 Australian Active Service Medal for Korea

AWM REL/08617.003

What happened to the health of many Korean War veterans?
There have been three significant studies of the health of Australian Korean War veterans.
Look at the three studies and their findings.
Source 8.5 2003 Korean veterans cancer study
This study looked at the incidence of cancer among Korean War veterans between 1982 and 1999, and compared this over the same period for male members of the population of the same age who had not served.
The main finding was that Korean War veterans experienced a significantly greater overall cancer risk than the Australian community, with an excess of between 13% and 23%.

2AIHW 2003. Cancer incidence study 2003: Australian veterans of the Korean War. Cat. no. PHE 48. Canberra: AIHW, www.aihw.gov.au/publication-detail/?id=6442467537, accessed 29 May 2016.
 
Source 8.6 Korean veterans mortality study
The main finding of this study was that Korean War veterans experienced a 21% higher mortality rate than an equivalent Australian male population that had not served in Korea. For some causes of death, the incidence was over 30% higher.

WK Harrex, KW Horsley KW, P Jelfs P, R van der Hoek R, EJ Wilson, Mortality of Korean War veterans: the veteran cohort study. A report of the 2002 retrospective cohort study of Australian veterans of the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, ACT, 2003 www.aihw.gov.au/publication-detail/?id=6442467527, accessed 20 May 2016.



Source 8.7 Korean War veterans health study


Malcolm Sim, Jillian Ikin, Dean McKenzie, Health Study 2005: Australian Veterans of the Korean War, Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, Monash University, 2005, www.dva.gov.au/health-and-wellbeing/research-and-development/health-studies/health-study-2005-australian-veterans, accessed 26 May 2016.

The Health Study 2005 found that Australian veterans of the Korean War were:
•	Overall, surviving Australian Korean War veterans, approximately five decades after the Korean War, are experiencing significant excesses in several measures of psychological ill health, lower life satisfaction and poorer quality of life, along with excess medical conditions and hospitalisations compared with a group of similarly aged Australian men who were residing in Australia at the time of the Korean War but who did not serve.
•	Korean War veterans have also experienced a lifetime pattern of alcohol and cigarette consumption in excess of that reported by the comparison group. 
•	The proportions of veterans meeting criteria for post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), anxiety, and depression are substantially elevated, with veterans five or six times more likely to have these disorders than the comparison group. 
•	Korean War veterans report poorer overall life satisfaction than the comparison group … Korean War veterans are less likely than the comparison group … to report feeling delighted or pleased about their life as a whole, and more likely … to report feeling unhappy or terrible.
•	Korean War veterans also report poorer quality of life on multiple dimensions, including physical health, psychological functioning, social relationships and environment. 
•	Korean War veterans reported an increased rate of hospitalisation in the previous twelve months, consistent with their overall pattern of increased psychological and physical ill health.
10.	What do these three studies all show about the current health of the group of men who served in Korea compared with their peers who did not serve?
11.	Are the differences significant? Explain your answer.
12.	Suggest reasons why service in war would lead to long-term damage to a veteran’s health.
13.	Australian veterans of all wars are entitled to a range of government-supplied medical and other benefits. Do you agree with the philosophy that the nation owes a duty to those who have served it in wars? Explain your views.

INVESTIGATION 9
What was the impact of the war on Korea and Koreans?
  

Souvenir Korean flag
AWM REL30299
Suggestions to teachers
The greatest impact of the Korean War was on Korea and the Koreans.
In this investigation students can explore some of those impacts.
Students understand that the Korean War was a Cold War conflict, so it is appropriate that they discover the outcome of the war for the two competing ideologies. 
Students will discover that while the fighting stopped over sixty years ago there has been no formal peace treaty between the two Koreas. They are still technically in a state of war, and tensions remain high between them.


What was the impact of the war on Korea and Koreans?
This resource is mainly about the Australian experience of the Korean War. However, the greatest  impact of the war was on the people of Korea, both North and South.
Here is a modern Korean artist’s painting of his family before the Korean War.
Source 9.1 The Kim family before the Korean War

The Kim Family Before the Korean War, Lim Ok-sang, 1990, Go Korea! Then and Now, Asia Education Foundation, www.asiaeducation.edu.au/public/sites/gokorea/theme4.html, accessed 30 June 2016.
1.	Describe the family.
2.	Imagine a similar gathering of your family today. Identify who you think would be there.
3.	How might the gathering be both similar and different to the Korean family gathering above?
Source 9.2 The Kim family after the Korean War

The Kim Family After the Korean War, Lim Ok-sang, 1990, Go Korea! Then and Now, Asia Education Foundation, www.asiaeducation.edu.au/public/sites/gokorea/theme4.html, accessed 30 June 2016.
This is the artist’s comment on the impact of the Korean War on his family.
4.	How many fewer people are now in the family group?
5.	Identify the type of people who are missing.
6.	What lasting impacts could you expect this to have on the family?
These paintings illustrate the fact that war has personal impacts on families, and consequently on society. There are also other impacts — economic, environmental, social, political and ideological.

7.	Look at the following information about the impacts of the war on the Koreas. Identify what type of impact each piece of information provides, write that heading in column A of this table, and then summarise what the information tells you about that type of impact on South and North Korea. For example, with Military casualties you might decide that its impact is clearly personal, but also social — the loss of so many men must have a huge impact on local communities and the wider society.   
Impact of war on the two Koreas 
	 A Type of impact
	 B North Korea
	 C South Korea

	
	
	


	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	

	

	

	
	

	

	
	




Military casualties
Statistics in text books for the number of combat casualties from the Korean War — deaths, injuries and missing — often differ greatly. The UN and South Korea kept official records, but the North Koreans did not, or have not released them, and the official Chinese figures have been questioned by the United States. Regardless of the precise numbers, it is clear that the greatest number of deaths during the war was of Koreans. The following figures of the approximate number of combat deaths show this:
	SOUTH KOREA
	figures vary between 60,000 and 200,000 killed or missing.

	NORTH KOREA
	figures vary between 300,000 and 440,000 killed or missing.


Gordon L Rottman, Korean War Order of Battle: United States, United Nations, and Communist Ground, Naval, and Air Forces, 
1950–1953, Praeger Publishers, Westport, Connecticut, USA, 2002, pp. 211–12.
Allen R Millett, Their War For Korea: American, Asian and European Combatants and Civilians, 1945–1953, Brassey’s Inc., Connecticut, USA, 2002, pp. 266–68.

The loss of so many men from a population of 30 million (21 million in the South, 9 million in the North) was devastating for both nations.
Civilian casualties
Millions of civilians were caught in the ebb and flow of the war. Again there are no definite figures. Estimates vary from:
	SOUTH KOREA
	500,000–1,000,000+ civilian casualties.

	NORTH KOREA
	1,000,000+ civilian casualties.


Ibid.


Korean refugees on the road.
State Library of Victoria H2002.199/4213
Civilians in the cross-fire
The topography of Korea meant that much of the population was located in valleys that were also the communication routes used by troops to attack and retreat, and were, therefore, battlefields. Seoul was attacked or counter-attacked four times, Pyongyang twice. Civilians were caught in the cross-fire, or were in buildings that were attacked by ground forces, or hit by artillery or air strikes. Many became refugees, having lost almost everything except what they could carry.

There was massive destruction of homes, factories, roads, railways, bridges, dams and farms during the course of the war. Food was often seized by troops, and animals were killed for food or destroyed in bombardments.
Some of this occurred during fighting, when artillery and aerial bombing were among the munitions being used. There was also a policy of destroying much of the North, when the United States/UN/ROK forces were retreating from Chinese attacks back to the 38th parallel. 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
In 2005, South Korea set up a Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  
One of its main aims was to establish the facts, so as to inform the community of what had happened, to apologise to the families of victims, to enable memorial services — and to thereby lay the ‘ghosts’ of the dead to rest. In South Korea there is a strong cultural tradition of respect for the dead, and a strong family connection to ancestors. There was often no known burial place, as well as no proper keeping of family records and no rituals for the dead. Thus, the dead could not properly be honoured. There are entire towns that today perform their ancestral remembrance rituals all on the same day because that is the day the village was destroyed. 
Associated with this pain was the permanent separation of families. The border between the two Koreas at the end of the Second World War was an arbitrary one — it was just a line selected by the United States and accepted by the USSR to separate the two areas of responsibility. Many families had members in both North and South. These families were now permanently separated. 
In recent years a ‘Sunshine Policy’ of greater contact between North and South saw the reuniting of some family members after more than fifty years of separation, but this has again been limited because of tensions between the two nations.

Photograph No. 342-FH-4A39217-80508ac of US bombing raid, 1951, National Archives and Records Administration at College Park, Maryland, USA.

Economic reconstruction
The economic impacts of the Korean War on the two Koreas were immense. We have seen above the loss of life, destruction of property and infrastructure, and the devastation to industries. With many power plants destroyed the resumption of manufacturing was difficult. Korea’s trade was ruined due to the destruction of factories and fields. The reduction in food supplies meant inflation, hunger and even starvation among the population.
After the war, Russia contributed money and industrial machinery to North Korea. The North quickly began to recover, but became dependent on Russian foreign aid to support its politically controlled economy. The South Korean economy, initially much smaller than that of the north, took a different direction and started to produce more consumer-oriented goods. By the mid-1970s it had a Gross Domestic Product greater than that of North Korea, and kept expanding into the economic giant it is today.
The contrast today
South Korea is today a democratic and prosperous nation with a high standard of living. It continues to have strong military ties with the United States due to the fact that the war between North and South has never officially ended. North Korea remains a military dictatorship with a very low standard of living.


North Korea and South Korea by night, 2014.
Earth Observatory, NASA, http://www.nasa.gov/content/korean-peninsula-seen-from-space-station, accessed 30 June 2016.

8.	Add relevant information to your table showing the Impact of war on the two Koreas.
9.	What would you say was the greatest impact of the Korean War on Korea?
10.	The phrase ‘Cold War’ gives an impression of conflict that does not involve open warfare and suffering. What has this study of the Korean War helped you understand about the reality of the Cold War?

Look at these two evaluations of the involvement of Australia in the Korean War.
Source 9.3 Official Korean War historian Robert O’Neill 
Although this purpose was probably far from the thoughts of many of the Australian soldiers, airmen and sailors who fought in Korea or provided support from Japan, the quality of their service helped … to strengthen Australia’s reputation as a valuable ally. These were not inconsiderable achievements for a relatively small contingent, but most importantly they helped to demonstrate firmly and clearly in the 1950s, as other Australians had done in two world wars, that aggressors ultimately would not be tolerated by the international community.
Out in the Cold: Australia’s Involvement in the Korean War, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Canberra, ACT, 2000, p. 84.
Source 9.4 3 RAR veteran John Lewis on his return to Korea in 1995
[He commented on] how the southern half of that country has progressed in the last forty years and the high living standards of the South Koreans, as against the obvious poverty of the north. ‘We definitely achieved our goal of preventing North Korean Premier Kim Il Sung and Gen. Nam Il from taking over the south with their Communist forces and making them slaves’.
Richard Trembath, A Different Sort of War: Australians in Korea 1950–53, Australian Scholarly Publishing, Melbourne, Vic, 
2005, p. 105.
11.	Do you think other veterans and South Koreans would agree with these assessments? Explain your views.

INVESTIGATION 10
How has Australia commemorated the Korean War?

Shu-Yen Ee
Suggestions to teachers
This investigation asks students to analyse the way the Korean War has been commemorated in Australia through the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial, and the National Australian Korean War Memorial on Anzac Parade. Both of these are located in Canberra.
Students can be challenged to use the knowledge, understanding and empathy they have developed in this resource to outline or explain what they would see as an appropriate way of commemorating the Australian involvement in the war. They should consider what information their own commemoration would include: what ideas, values and messages it would present to the audience, and what physical means they would use to communicate those ideas, values and messages.
They can then compare their version with the one actually created, and can critically analyse what they see as its strengths and weaknesses as a form of commemoration.
Finally, students can investigate the way the Korean War has been commemorated in their local community, region or state.


How has Australia commemorated the Korean War?
A ‘commemoration’ is a public acknowledgment intended to remember or honour a significant event. It is a way of expressing information, ideas, values and messages about that event. 
There are many ways in which the Korean War has been commemorated in Australia — including national and state memorials, a gallery at the Australian War Memorial, hundreds of local war memorials, and by displays in many RSL branches.
Two significant ways in which the war has been commemorated nationally are through the Roll of Honour at the Australian War Memorial, and the Australian National Korean War Memorial on Anzac Parade, Canberra.
This unit investigates both these public commemorations.
Roll of Honour

The Roll of Honour consists of panels of names of those service men and women who have died during or as a result of their service, within a defined time during or after a military conflict or operation.
The panels are located at the Australian War Memorial. They are organised chronologically by conflict, and the names are listed alphabetically by unit. The names do not include rank or honours and decorations. There are 340 names for the Korean War for the period of combat from 27 June 1950 up to the armistice of 27 July 1953, and sixteen for the period between the armistice and 1957 when Australians were part of a UN ceasefire monitoring process.
1.	Why do you think the names do not include any rank or honours? What message does this give people?
2.	The Roll of Honour includes those who died from non-combat causes, such as in a road accident in Australia, but who were part of a unit at the time that was serving in Korea. Do you think that is appropriate?
3.	Do you think it is important to acknowledge those who have died during their service in war? Explain your reasons. 
4.	Many visitors to the Roll of Honour place red poppies beside the names of relatives, or of people whom they do not know. What do you think is the purpose of this? 
Source 10.1 Korean War panels on the Roll of        Honour

Robert Lewis



National Australian Korean War Memorial
In April 2000, the Australian National Korean War Memorial was dedicated in Canberra.
5.	Imagine that you had been asked to design this national war memorial for the Australian experience of the Korean War. From what you know about the Korean War, what would you want to show and tell people about that experience through the memorial?
Think about the elements you might include:
•	Words
•	Symbols
•	Shapes
•	Textures
•	Light and shade
•	Surfaces
•	Statements
•	Space
•	Sounds
•	Images
Think about the style you might prefer:
•	Realistic 
— such as a statue
•	Impressionistic 
— where a statue might be recognisable but not photographically perfect
•	Abstract 
— where a shape might suggest an object or idea, such as a piece of aluminium representing an aeroplane wing
•	Symbolic 
— where a recognisable shape or object actually stands for something else, such as a heart shape representing love.
Think about the messages, meanings and values that you might want to portray through the memorial, including information about the war.
6.	Sketch or describe the memorial that you would create, indicating all the features that you would include.
7.	On the next pages there are photographs of the elements of the design that was selected for the Australian National Korean War Memorial in Canberra. Comment on why each element might have been included, and what it is meant to convey to the viewer. Some elements might be informative; some might be symbolic; some might be emotive; some might be presenting a message. Decide what you think they are doing.


	Aspect of the design
	Your comments on it

	Wall with twenty–one country names
	

	Three sculptured figures
	

	Several large boulders
	

	Stainless steel panels with photographs and newspaper articles
	

	339 stainless steel poles* 
	

	Colours of grey, white and silver
	

	Three main flagpoles
	

	A low building
	

	Four insignia or plaques
	

	A large pyramid-shaped obelisk
	

	An inclined plinth
	

	An oval-shaped roof
	

	Text explaining the course of the war, and the roles of the RAN, RAAF and Australian Army
	



*Since the Memorial was dedicated a 340th Australian name has been added to the Roll of Honour for the Korean War.
Once you have thought about each element and recorded your ideas you can look at an explanation and interpretation of the monument in Jeff Doyle, ‘Another forgotten war remembered: the Australian National Korean Memorial, Anzac Parade, Canberra’ in The Korean War 1950–53: a 50 year retrospective, 2000 Chief of Army Conference Proceedings, www.army.gov.au/Our-history/Army-History-Unit/Chief-of-Army-History-Conference/2000-Chief-of-Army-Conference, accessed 20 May 2016.

Source 10.2 Front view of the memorial from Anzac Parade

Shu-Yen Ee
Source 10.3 Three figures — navy, army and air force

Shu-Yen Ee
Source 10.4 Words on the obelisk

Shu-Yen Ee

Source 10.5 Some of the aluminium poles

Shu-Yen Ee
Source 10.6 Scrolls on the main structure

Shu-Yen Ee
Source 10.7 Plaques on the main structure             

Shu-Yen Ee

Source 10.8 Parts of the information panels inside the main structure

Shu-Yen Ee


Source 10.9 Flagpoles

Shu-Yen Ee
Source 10.10 Stone at the entrance to the main structure

Shu-Yen Ee
Source 10.11 View of the dome looking up

Shu-Yen Ee
8.	One of the requirements set out in the design competition for a national memorial for the Korean War, was that the memorial ‘should communicate a message that is inspirational in content, relatively timeless in meaning, and representative of noble, heroic and patriotic virtues’. Do you think it succeeds in this? Explain your reasons. 




9.	One of the etched photographs in Source 10.8 is this one:

AWM HOBJ1646
It shows part of the improvised system, set up by Sergeant Thomas Murray, using scaling ladders and lines to lower wounded men from a damaged bridge to where a jeep ambulance would take them to a dressing station. Thomas was awarded the George Medal, the second highest award possible at that time. What sort of images do you think the designers would have chosen for inclusion in the memorial? Why do you think this particular image would have been one of those selected by the designers?  
10.	Are there any aspects of the Australian experience of the Korean War that you think were not included in the memorial, and which should have been? If so, explain what elements are missing, and why you think they should have been incorporated in the design.
11.	There are many local, state and international memorials to the Korean War. Either investigate how your local community has commemorated the war, or investigate a state or international one. You should present an analysis of it, using your investigation of the Australian National Korean War Memorial as your model.
Bringing it together
12.	In Introductory concept 2 you imagined that a number of volunteers for Korea were coming to your class. There are many Korean War veterans who could talk to you about their experiences. Contact your local Returned and Services League (RSL) to arrange for these men and women to talk to your class, and to share what you now understand about the war, and its meaning for young Australians today.
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