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B. Debate
1. Prepare a debate on one of the following statements:

•	 Gallipoli was a waste of Australian and New Zealand life.

•	 In 1915, Gallipoli defined Australia’s national character.

•	 War was a great adventure for soldiers.

•	 Sacrificing your life is the highest honour one can have.

•	 War is futile.

You can work in pairs, small groups or as a class. A debate requires you to present your own arguments 
and to rebut those of the other side. Draw on the text and images in Gallipoli as evidence for your 
arguments.

Use the following table to assist you to form your arguments and anticipate those of the other side.

Debate topic:

Pro points: Evidence from the book:

1

2

3

4

5
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Con points: Evidence from the book:

1

2

3

4

5
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ACTIVITY 7: What can you learn from different perspectives?

A. Factors that influence a person’s perspective

Definition
Perspective is a point of view from which historical events, trends, problems and issues can be 
analysed. An individual’s perspective can be influenced by a range of factors – their religious and 
cultural beliefs, personal motives, employment, level of education, location, and whether or not 
they were present at the time of the event.

1. Write (in 50 – 100 words) what you think about the Gallipoli campaign. E.g. what occurred 
during the campaign or why you think a particular part of the campaign was important.

2. What you have written above is your perspective of the campaign. Share your answer with another 
student. Note any differences.
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3. Read the definition of ‘perspective’ given above. What factors might have influenced what you 
think about the campaign?

4.  What other factors might influence a person’s perspective?

5. Why is it important to consider people’s perspectives when researching history?
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Source 3
Interview with Dr Richard Reid, historian and author of the Gallipoli book.

Please refer to the iPad Application.

Source 4
Interviews with Turkish students (Note: choose 2 people to analyse)

Please refer to the iPad Application.

Source 5
Dawn of the Legend video (Note: choose 2 people to analyse)

Dawn of the Legend is a 12 minute video featuring archival images and extracts from personal 
accounts. It provides a unique perspective on the Gallipoli campaign from the landing to the 
evacuation through personal accounts from letters, war diaries and correspondence. Please refer to 
the iPad Application.

Source 2
At 12 o’clock ... we were entrenched where the enemy had been. I can’t speak of our Dead and wounded 
– too sad Jimmie ... bullets were again flying around like flies ... I’m scratches all over ... It’s a sad, sad 
day when we land in Fremantle, if we ever do, what’s left of our old 16th West Aust Batt.

Private Les Wallis describing the events of the night of 2 – 3 May 1915 at Gallipoli in a letter to his 
brother

(Gallipoli, page 11)

Source 1
The men chaffed each other drily, after the manner of spectators waiting to see a football match. Some 
belated messenger hurried along the trench to find his platoon, and, in passing, recognised a friend. 
‘Au revoir, Bill’, he nodded, ‘meet you over there’. ‘So long, Tom’, was the answer, ‘see you again in half 
an hour’.

Charles Bean, Australia’s official war correspondent, later official historian, describing the men 
of the First Australian Brigade filing into the trenches of Lone Pine during the August Offensive 
in1915. Note: ‘chaffed’ means ‘to joke’.

(Gallipoli, page 15)

B. Five perspectives on the Gallipoli campaign
Examine the following five sources which offer different perspectives on the Gallipoli campaign. Think 
about the particular perspective of the campaign that is communicated in each source. Also consider 
what factors might have influenced how the people in each source think about the campaign. Use 
this information to complete the table on page 33. Note: a number of individuals are interviewed in 
Source 4 and Source 5. Choose two people to analyse from these sources.
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Summarise the perspective on the 
Gallipoli campaign?

What factors might have influenced this 
person’s perspective?

Source 1:
Charles Bean
Official War 
Correspondent

Source 2: 
Private Les Wallis
16th Battalion

Source 3:
Dr Richard Reid
Historian 
and author of 
Gallipoli

Source 4:
Turkish students

Person 1: Person 1:

Person 2: Person 2:

Source 5:
Dawn of the 
legend

Person 1: Person 1:

Person 2: Person 2:
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1. Look at your responses in the table on page 33. What perspectives on the Gallipoli campaign 
might be missing?

 

2. Are these other perspectives important? Why?


